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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER: 


'F following 
Diſcourſe was 
occahioned by a 
young Man's — 
unfortunately kill 
in Bartholomew Fair, 
whoſe Friends, led 
partly by naturalAt- 
tection , partly..by 
RY love 
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love to the young | 
Mans Vertues, were * 


cg 
8 
»” 
: 
X 


pleas'd to defire me 


to preach a Sermon. ; 
at his Funeral, and : 
becauſe they would 
thereby be tervicea- - 


ble to the living,and 


entreated me to 
pitch upon the Text 
which appears inthe 


| front of the enſuing 


Trea= 


[4 


.more. eſpecially to 
men of the ſame age | 
with the Deceaſed, | 


tothe Readler. 

>| Treatiſe. Havifg 
e | gratified their \defire 
/ in that particular, 


Co 
4 


; they gave me {ome 
: Motives and Argu=- 
* ments to publith it, 
- which I could not 
well reſiſt, But the 
\ Diſcourſe, as it was 
; deliver ar St. Sepul- 
 chres Church on the 

' 20 of September being 
- too ſhort to make a- 
: ny thing like a Book 
| ofit,I reſolved upon 

. A 4 {e- 
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The Preface , 
ſecond thoughts to} 
enlarge it, and with" 
theſe enlargements 
S&additionsit comes 
now abroad; though. 
inanage ſo fertile of: 
excellent Sermons, I. 
might be diſcoura- 
gedfromaddingany. 
of mine own, yet. 
fince every man in 
his {tation is bound 
to contribute to the. 
common Intereſt of : 
Religion ; having 

this 


U beats ry Cy provi pd er XL x 


& the Reader. 


| this opportunity, T 
' was willing to em- 


brace it, becaule it's 


poſſible,that ſome or 
| other wholightsup- 


on theſe Papers,may 
think of the Contents, 
and by the aſliſtance 


. of the divine Spirit, 


be perſwaded early 


toconſecratehimſelf 


to unfeigned and. 
1mpartial Devotion. 
The great debau=- 
chery and —— | 
OL © 


p The Prefags. 
of the Youthof this 


Age, is enough to # 


oblige us, and a fuf- 
ficient call to do all 


Wwe can to item the : 


foud of Impiety , 
which rages ſo much 
1nthe younger ſort, 
and proves too of 
ten the occaſion 
both of their tem- 
poral and eternal ru- 


ine. All Ithall add is 
|| this, to entreat the 
' Reader to become a 
I. ſup- 


Eo x Coo rnmernmony tc 3 wo” 
Sag) et us bes 6 TOP CET; > 


to, the Reader. 
| Supplicant with-me 
: at the 'Fhrone "of 
+ Grace, that both'this' 
; and other menSer- 
: deavours of this 


« kind, may prove ef= _ 


- fectual to recal both 
young and old from 
' the errours of their 
. ways, and that Gif 
\(Cas it 1s in our Li- 


* 
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The Preface, &c. | 
ted in the true Faith may 
bave our perfeft conſum= |. 
mation and bliſs in his © 
Eternal and Everlaſting 
Ghoy. Þ 
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THE 


Firſt Fruits of Reaſon, 


| > ——_— —_— 


7 | ECCLEs. 12. I. 
' Remember now thy Creator in 


the days of thy youth. 


His Book of Eccleſraſtes is 
» generally looked upon as 
Solomon's recantation Ser- 

mon , in which he renounces his 
former Follies , and having ſeen 
the vanity of the world, and the 
pleaſures of it, like a man come to 
- himſelf again, aſpires to nobler de- 
lights, and after a woful fall, lifts 
, © up his ſinking head, and beholds, 
- and re-embraceth the true and 
© glorious liberty of Gods Children. 
| Curioſity had led him not onely 
- into a ſearch of Nature , but into 
B that 
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that of Sin and Impiety too; and * 
while Greatneſs, and Riches, and ! 


3, 

9 
mY 
bigs 
Ay 
5 


a fawning Court flattered him with 


< 


power to do what he pleaſed, he : 


at once forgot the baſeneſs of his * 


ſlavery, and over-looked the hei- 
nouſneſs of his Iniquity : As if it 


had been too mean tor a Soveraign - 


Prince to commit puny fins, he 
tranſgreſſed above the ordinary 
rate of Mortals, and if it be true 
what the Fewiſh Rabbins lay , that 
his inquiſitive humour made him 
even venture upon the myſtery of 
the Zack art,it's like, that, together 


with his fondneſs of Heathenitſh _ 


Women , enticed him to Idola- 
try. If this Book betlus peniten- 
tial Monument, we may believe 
his Repentance was great, and fig- 
nal, and that after this , his Cloa- 
thing was Sackcloth, and he mingled 
his drink with weeping. Sins of a 
deep dye require profound Contri- 


#100 ; 


of Reaſon. 3 
1d * 7;ou; andit is impoſſible to be tru- 
- ly ſenſible of monſtrous, and un- 
2 paralell'd Ingratitude, and not to 


e © expreſs that ſence by very viſible 


:and eminent Humiliations. One 


- f greatCharaQer of truc Repentance, 


.15 a hearty endeavour aſter theCon- 
. verſion of others, and this excellent 
ſign we find in this Convert or re- 
turning Prodigal, For not to 
mention the Counſel he gives to 
all degrees of men in the forego= 
ing Chapters; in that before us, 
his kindly Calls and Admonitions 
to young men, ſpeak a n5np Xo- 
 beleth, or a Soul earneſtly deſi- 
rous to gather all men into the 
Sheepfold of Grace and Mercy. 
And of theſe Calls that in my 
| Text, is not the leaſt : Remember 
now thy Creator in thy days of thy 
youth, 


By.way of Explication , I ſhall 
* B 2 only 
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only tell you Firſt, That what we | 
render here zz the days ” 

nl of thy yoath, is in the Os :. 
JET riginal 7» the days of thy | 
Choice. So youth is called. | 


x. Becauſe in that Age man 
chuſeth his Employment , and ' 
when he firſt enters upon the Stage _ 
of the World, after he comes from 
under Tutors and Governours, he -.. 
determines, what Calling, or Pro- -. 
feſſion he ſhall take to. 


2. Becauſe in that Age particu- 
larly , when Reaſon exerts its full |. 
ſtrength , God ſets the Tree cf | 
Life, and the Tree of Knowledge ! 
of Good and Evil before us, Hea- 
ven and Farth, Paradiſe and the : 
World, Righteouſneſs and Sin, Life 
and Death, and leaves us to our | 
choice , according to which our | 
Portion and reward will be, when - 
4 | | the # 
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of Reaſon. : 5 


: theSoul appears before Gods dread 


Tribunal. 
. Secondly , As our youth is the 


' Age wherein a Choice muſt needs 
: be made, fo the Wiſeman here bids 


us chuſe, remembring our Creator. 


© Which the Chaldee Paraphraſt ex- 


pounds, Remember thy Creator ſo as 
to glorifie him in the days of thy youth, 


* which Paraphraſe is ſo ſound, that 
- weneed not ſearch out for another 


interpretation; for as the ſerious 


practice of Religion is meant by: 
.- that Remembrance, ſo that pra- 


Etice, is in a manner nothing elle 
but g/orifying God in our Souls and 
Bodies, called fo by the Apoſtle 
x Cor. 6. 20. And Herein is my 


' father glorified , that ye bear much 


' fruit, ſaith our Saviour, Foh. 15.8. 


Nor need we wonder how God - 


can be glorified by Fruits of righ- 
| B 3 teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs that we bring forth} 
For as theſe point at the Sun w hich? 
warms them into being, or at God, + 
by whoſe Word, and Power , and 
Influence they grow , and ripen, 


and come to perfeCtion , fo they. 


proclaim the glory of his Grace, 
and diſcover how kind, how mer- 
citul,, how bountiful, and how 
liberal that Supreme Being is in 
beſtowing ſuch gifts on men, gifts © 
which Nature cannot confer, nor | 
Angels, diſtribute, nor the greateſt : 
Monarchs impart to their Favo- . 
rites. And hereby the happy per- 

fon, whoſe Jife bears ſuch Fruits | 
is encouraged to glorifie the ſpring | 
and Fountain of them. Others * 
alſo, that ſee them., and receive ; 

comfort or benefit by them, cans « 
not but adore and admire the Di- - 
vine Goodneſs, which is pleaſed to | 
diſplay its glory in ſuch commus- - 
nications of his Holineſs ; _ ; 


F of Reaſon. 7 
rth;? Angels rejoyce at a finners Con- 
lich.! verſion here on earth, fo they 
0d, cannot but magnifie and glorifie 
ind ; God for the fruits, and good works 
en, . Which after thejyy Converſion ſuch 
men bring forth. Thoſe minj- 
ſtring Spirits are entirely - intent 
cr. upon Gods Glory, and the greater 
ww the number is of thoſe that con- 
in tribute to Gods Glory, the greater 
t5s-- is their joy, and with their Joy, 
Or their Praiſes, and celebrations of - 
|, the Divine Wiſdom, and Power, 
2- | and Goodneſs, are advanced. 

_ This being premiſed, it will be 
s  eaſie to gueſs at the ſubjefts of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, which if we 
follow the Text cloſe, can be no 
other than theſe. 


1. What it is to remember God ; 
| for that's implied here. 


2. What force there is in remem- 
| B 4 bring 
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bring God under the notion of: 


our Creator. 


3- Why the ftrit obſervance of t 
theſe two Leſſons is particu- 


larly neceſſary in the days uf 


our youth 2 


+ 


» 


Firſt, What it is to remember 


God. 


T. So to remember his Omni- 
ſcience and Omnipreſence, as to 


ſtand in awe of him : For this is 


no ſpeculative, but a praCtical Re- .. 
membrance. 'The Name of God /* 


ſpeaks his being preſent in all pla- 


ces, and knowing whatever pal- : 


ſes in Heaven and in Earth A. 


rruth which even the wiſer Hea- 
thens were ſenſible of ; and when 
they faid,thatFovis omnia plena,that 
all places were full of the Supreme 
Deity, no doubt they meant, = 


04 f- 


* of 


Its if 


of Reaſon. 9 
God was preſent in Heaven-.by 
his Glory, on Earth by his Provie 
dence, and in Hell by his Juſtice ; 
that above us he ſtands as Judge, 
under us as our Supporter, and on 
both ſides of us as an Aſſeſſor and 


' Speculator of our aftions whether 
7. they be good or evil.. So that he 


who remembers God, muſt neceſ- 


| farily remember his Omniſcience, 
_ and Omnipreſence; and in vain 


; ſtand in awe of him. An 


are theſe remembred , except we 
this 
was it, which God thought fit to 
put among, the firſt Leſſons he 
gave to Abraham his friend, Gen. 
17.1. 1 am the Almighty God, 
walk before me and be perfef. i. e. 
Behave thy ſelf in all places, like 
a perſon ſenſible of an all-ſeeing 
Eye above him, like one who be- 
lieves God ſees him, and hears 
him, and is not far from him ; 


that knows his down-ſitting and. 
B 5 his 


hunger ran args oper, Dre 
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his upriſing, and underſtands his?? 
"thoughts atar off! This Remem-"_ 
brance is a neceſſary and eſſential” 
Part of the fear of God , and he: 
'that lays this Remembrance by, 


& 27 


awill ſtick at no ſin he can commit | 


«with ſafety , without expoſing his | 
-Credit , or -Honour, or Intereſt. | 
This Remembrance is a bridle for 


our Luſts, and he that 'ſees God, 


where-ever he walks or fits, or _ 
ſtands orflies, will not be eaſily ta- 
ken 'with the beauty of ſin and . 
vanity. 'It was therefore an-inge- - 
nious, as well as a religious reply, : 
which St. Ephrem made to thi | 
Harlot , who enticed him to be } 
naught with her, and'was very ur-- | 


gent with him to aſſign her a 


place where ſhe ſhould meet him. | 


In the Market-place, ſaith he, to 
morrow at Noon-day. 


ſliamed to be. taken notice of of 


Fye, an-: - 
ſwered the Harlot, are not you a- 


INEN, | 


of Reafon.. IT 
men, that will paſs by, and ſee us. 
To this, St. Ephreme Art thou a- 


| ſham'd to be ſeen by men, and 


doſt thou not bluſhito venture'up- 
on this villany in the ſight of God? 
Can the eyes-of men make :thet 
afraid, and 1s the 'tevenging Eye 
of God no diſſivaſive -trom-ithy 
wickedneſs? 0-H 


2. ToRemember God,''is ſote 
remember his Goodrieſs., -his Mef- 
cies, and gracious' Providerices>us 
to live a life of love -and 'prati- 
tude. We cannot name God, bit 
we muſt underſtand” by that 'tx- 
preſſion, one from whom every god 
and perfett gift deſcendds,'by Whoitt 
all creatures are fed, '\maintain'd, 
and cherifhed, and preferved ; who 
opens hishand+, and filleth the-de- 
fire of every living thing, and'to 
whom we in particular are-behol- 
ding for all the necefaries, conve-- 
niencies, . 
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niencies, accommodations, and fu- 


perfluities we enjoy. - But this 


remembrance'is inſignificant , and 
like ſounding Braſs and a tinkling 
Cymbal, except it touches the 
Heart, with a ſtrong deſire and en- 
deavour of gratitude. Kindneſ- 
ſes like fire muſt give heat, and as 
among men he is ſuppoſed not to 
remember what ſuch a great man 
hath done for him, that ſhews him 
no reſpe&, or doth what is preju- 
dicial to his Honour and Intereſt, 
{o God looks upon him as « per- 
ſon that remembers neither him, 
nor his Mercies, in whom this re- 
membrance works no earneſt care 
to pleaſe him. And whatever the 
pretences of remembring may be, 
where it doth not influence the 
life, nor produces love in the in- 
ward and outward man, it's Con- 
If tempt, not Remembrance, Hypo- 
| - crifle, aot Gratitude. He Froper- 
BY '# 


£; 


G of Reaſon. T3 
t- ly remembers God, that takes no- 
S 7 tice of his Works, and the opera- 
J © tions of his Hands, fees his Fin- 
3 + ger in the bleſlings he enjoys, and 
> : clings to his great BenefaQtor with 
2 ardentaffeCtions, that never thinks 

: of his- goodneſs without ,admira- 

' tion , and whenever he conſiders 

> how kind God hath been to him, 

-- ruminates in his mind with Davzd, 

What reward ſhall 1 render unto the 

- Lord for all his benefits > Pal. 116. 
/* I2, It was therefore with reſpe&t 
= no doubt to this praCtical acknow- 
# Iedgement that the ſame Pſa/miſt 
gives this exhortation, Pſal. 105. 
f 5. Remember ye his marvellous 

works, the wonders and the judge- 
ments of his wrath. They that 
heretofore painted the Graces with 
. hand in hand, intimated, that one 
'.. good turn requires another, and 
to negled&t ſuch returns- among 

men, hath ever been counted o- 

dious. 
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dious. Monſter hath been the beſt, FT 
name that hath been given to ſuch®” 
perſons in all Ages, and therefore 
none can ſuppoſe, that the negle& 
- of them with reſpe&-to God, our 
| kindeſt friend, will:paſs for a to-. 
Icrable- infirmity. He that-:doth 
not return ads of love upon the 
remembrance of Gods preſerva- 
- tions , deliverances,, and munifi' 
cence, 'will have the \whole 'World 
and his own Conſcience to boot _ 
for his accuſers, 'and the crime is, 
inexcuſable, becauſe the wretch e-\ 
ludes the force of the greateſt |, 
charms, and the ſtrongeſt motives * 
to Love and reciprocal Aﬀettt | 
ON. 


IO es 


3. To remember God, is ſo to * 
remember his Laws , and injunCti- 
ons, as to yield actual obedience. ; 
He that acknowledges a God, muſt . 
acknowledge him to be the gover- 
Nour. | 


of Raofom: 15 


2 nour of the World , and conſe- 
” quently that he governs by Laws 


agreeable to his greatneſs, and Ho- 


: lineſs; and therefore when God 
tells the //raelites, how they ſhould 


remember him, he chuſes to word 
it thus: Remember ye the Law of 
” ſervant Moſes, which I comman- 

ed him in Horeb, with all the ſta- 
tutes and judgements, Mal. 4. 4- 
Gods Laws would fignifie nothing, 
if they were not intended, as a 
rule for his SubjeQts, and the imper- 
tinency of remembring God , as 
our Law-giver , without ſuitable 


obedience, is ſufficiently ſhewn in 


that expoſtulation of Chriſt, Luke 
6. 46. Why call ye me Lord, and do 
not do the things which I ſay. Won- 
derful was the care God took , 
that the Fews. ſhould remember 
his injunQions. They were not 
only to be in their Frontlets and 
Wriſt-bands , but the Fathers of 

A their 
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their reſpe&tive Families , were | 
commanded to teach them dili-# : 
gently unto their Children , to 
talk of them when they were fit. '? 
ting in their houſes, and when they 
walked by the way, and when 
they lay down, and when they 
roſe again. They were to write *: 
them alſo upon the Poſts of their . 
Houſes, and upon their, Gates, - 
Dear. 6. 7,8, 9. And what could 
be the deſign of it, but to ſhew, * 
that in vain we remember him, 
except we remember his Laws ſo Þ 
as to be ruled and governed by | 
them. And therefore we may juſt- 
Iy conclude,that he who. beingtem- # 
pted either to uncleannefſs, or drun- ? 
kennefs, or lying, or injuſtice, or * 
diſſembling, or Pride, or ill-lan- # 
guage , or neglect of Alms, and + 
Prayer , and conſideration of his *: 
ways., remembers the words of 
the Lord, and what God hath faid 

| in 
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1 of Reaſon. 17. 
& in his Goſpel, and trembles at it, 
li-F and bids the Devil depart from 
2 him, will-be applauded in Heaven 
- for an admirable Memory more, 
"” thanif with Themiſtocles he could 
- tell all the names of the Citizens 
> of Athens; or with Mzithridates 
* remember two and twenty Lan- 
ir .. guages. To arrive to ſuch a re- 
s, * membrance , there is no need of 
d | ſtudying the art of Memory. The 
,, © Laws are generally known : The 
* application is all in all ; and he 
} that knowing his Maſters will ap- 
| Plies the rules of it to the part 
cular actions of his life, and by 
them regulates his thoughts, and- 
deſires, and words, and actions, is 
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the happy man that remembers 
God to the comfort and edifica- 
tion of his Soul. And to all this, 
': he will be engaged more readily 
Z if he remembers that God is his 
- Creator, which brings in the ſe- 
; condpoint. Second 
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our Creator. 


I. To remember God as our Cre- 
ator, 1s to think of him as the Ay- 


thor of our being and well being, 
that we have nothing we can claim |: 
as our own , and that all we are # 
and have is his charity ; that ori- | 


ginally he did frame us of nothing, 
and by and in him we live and 
breath, and move in the ſphere 
appointed for us. That we as 
well as the vaſt Fabrick of the 
world, are the produ&t of his ex- 
uberant goodneſs, and that all 
things in Heaven -and in Earth 
were formed by the word of his 
power. He that ſeriouſly thinks 
of this, will think no ſervice too 
coſtly, no Incenſe too ſweet, no 


Preſent too great, no Sacrifice too 
pre- 


Secondly, What force there 1s in| 
remembring God under the notion of | 
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of Reaſon. 19 
pretious to lay upon his Altar. 
He that raiſes a Slaye out of duſt, 
and advances him to an honou- 
rable employment , expe&ts he 
ſhould think nothing too good for 
the promoting of his intereſt, who 
hath ſo generouſly lifted him up 
from the Dunghil , much more 
may he,that ſpeaks a creature from 


nothing into being , and gives 


him a view of all the glorious 
things , his powerful hand hath 
wrought, which he muit have 
been forever ignorant of, if he had 
continued in the ſhades of nothing, 
He that creates gives all that the 
Creature hath ; and it's hard, if 
he that makes the Tenant and 


* . gives him Lands and Houſes, may 


not reſerve to himſelf a quit-rent, 
or a Pepper-corn rather, as an ac- 
knowledgement , that the. Crea- 
tureis the UſufruCtuary of his poſ- 
ſeſſions. All the ſervice man can 

X do- 


20 The Firſt Fruits 
do, or that God requires of us, 
is nothing but a ſmall and inconſi- 


derable Rent, our great Land-|j £ 
| lord reſerves, whereby we may h 


own him the Maker and Author |}. 
of our welfare. Creation imports, 


x: 


and a wonderful dignity it is, that # 


God will make uſe of ſuch poor þ 
worms to promote and advance | 
his glory. To be made for his F 
glory, and to diſhonour him ; to Þ 


receive our breath on purpoſe that 
we may ſhew forth his praiſe, and 
to a, as1if we had no relation to 


him, are things inconſiſtent , and |} 
imply a contradiftion. He denies 


that he hath his being from God, 
that will not conſecrate himſelf to 
do him ſervice, and is an Infidel un- 
der the divine influence , while he 
refuſes to hearken to his Counſels. 
It was therefore a very rational in- 

ference 


that we are made for his glory, | 


of Reafon. 21 
ference which David made, P/al. 
IOO. 2, 3. Serve the Lord with 
| gladneſs, come before his profes 

| with finging. Know ye that the 


* Lord he is God , it is he that hath 
= made us, and not we our ſelves, we 
| are his people and the ſheep of his 
paſture. 


# 2, To remember God as our 
} Creator, is to be importunate with 
him to create in us clean hearts, 
| and to renew right ſpirits within 
| us, that we may be capable of 
| converſing with him forever. The 
| innocence which the firſt creation 

Z gave us, was loſt and tarniſhed by 
# theFall. The glory of righteouſ- 

* neſs and holineſs in Paradiſe, the 

* joy of Angels, and the envy of 


 # Devils, went off, and vanithed 


with our Apoſtacy, and only ſome 
$ ruines of it do remain, to ſhew 
> how bright and ſplendid our Souls 
p were 
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were in that ſtate. Hence comes 


a natural prdneneſs to evil, and 
that ſinful inclination prompts us 


to greatcr contempt of God. | 
Hence it is, that an averſion from | 
goodneſs fits heavy on our Souls, | 


and when we would do good, e- 


vil is preſent with us, and in this | 


ſtate we cannot pleaſe God ; this is 


the bar which forbids acceſs to his F 
Throne; and the Soul that con- | 


tinues in this condition to the end, 


is out of all hopes of everenjoying - 


his beatifick preſence in Heaven. 
This miſery diſcovers the neceſſity 
of a new Creation, the rather, be- 
cauſe with God neither - Circumci» 
fron availeth any thing , nor Uncir- 
cumciſion, but a new creature, Gal. 
6.15, When Ifay, a new Crea- 
tiou , I donot mean it of new Fa- 


cultics , but of new Qualities and 


Endowments of a new byalſs, and 
| bent, and inclination of our bet- 
ter 


S 4 
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ter part ; and this is the work .of 
God, and to effe&t t, the ſame 
1S power muſt be employed that 
4. Þ ſpoke the World into being ; for 
n | as there, ſo here the Chaos and the 
s, # ſhapeleſs matter muſtbe ſeparated 
MN and divided , the power of dark- 
s | neſs diſſipated, and a new Light 
s & muſt ariic , our Underſtandings, 
a Lig!it whereby ſpiritual things 
and their exccllency , neceſlity , 
and tran{cendency above ſubluna- 
ry comforts may be diſcerned, and 
| the Soul look into things that are 
| not ſeen. The Spirit of God muſt 
| move here too, and upon waters 
# too, even on the waters of repen- 
| tance, and penitential Tears. This 
# Spirit muſt ſupple, and warm, and 
# cheriſh the feeble parts, make the 
Soul brisk and agile , and ready 
z unto every good word and work, 
# and a new face of all things muſt 
; ; 2Ppcar, new Thoughts, new De- 
ſires, 
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ſires, new Breathings , new No- 
tions, a new Language, new De- 
lights, and new Afﬀections too. 
The ſins that were loved before, | 


muſt be hated now ; and the Fol- þ 
lies which cauſed laughter, muſt | 
now cauſe grief and forrow. And | 
this new Creation God is ready þ 
to beſtow , if our earneſt Addreſ- | 


ſes knock at Heaven Gate. The 
Soul that watches at his door, ſhall 
not be ſent away empty ; he that 
1s able to create this new Heart, 
hath promiſed it too, if our lazi- 
neſs and love of the world , and 
contempt of the mercy, doth not 
diſcourage him. So that to re- 
member our Creator, 1s not onely 
to refle&t upon his power, but our 
duty too. 


3. To remember our Creator, | 
1s to think, that he who hath crea- 
ted a Heaven for the tratable and | 

_—_ 
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docile, and ſincere, hath created a 
Hell too, where he . means to laſh 
the ſtubborn and impenitent.man. 
This So/omon alludes to in, the laſt 


| Perſe of this Chapter, where he 
* tells us, that God ſhall bring eve; 
: work info judgement with every. K 
» cret thing, ns. | 

* whether it be evil. Tophet is ors 
| daind of old, faith the Prophet, 
| az. 30.33. And when God pro- 
| vided aſai 

| for his Favourites , it was: butine» 
| ceſſary to create and make a Goal 


, 
- 


&> 
ether it be good, or 


Manſions ſiveet and pleaſant 


too, where the deſpiſers of his 


| grace might. to eternal Ages be- 
| wail the loſs of infinite and eters 


nal mercy ; Mercy which . now 
entreats , and courts: them, and 


| comes to them in all the ſoft dre: 


! ſesof. comfort, and ſues to them 
E in the till voice of a tender Fa- 


 E ther, offers them Crowns, and Ems 


| Pires, and an endleſs Felicity, lies 
"3 


weep= 
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weeping at their feet,, Mihs after 
them ht them by 'tlis fleeve, 
and beſeeches them not to negled 
fo great Salvation. 'He'that ſeri 
only thinks. of. this, ſurely canttiotÞ 
tutrr into the Devils .artns, tior bef 
Inlove with the broad way, Where? 
to many. thonſands poſt into Pet. 
dition. Theſe thoughts muſt 
Needs be great motives to-preventÞ 
the accompliſhment of Gods threat- 
nings, who will not let that Pri- 
fon he hath created ſtand empty, 
When ſo many do deſerve it, and 
in deſpight of all his endeavours 
. to the contrary, run into it , andfi 
Take haſte to be miſerable. The} 
Creator of all things beholding e-f 
very thing that he had made , ſaw| 
that all was very good, and there- # 
fore you'll fay, | a he did not þ 
create a Hell, for that cannot. be re- | 
-conciled to the Standard; of good- 
;0efs, But it's one thing what Sub 
TE 0} .terers 
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krers or MalefaQtors; 'ard another 
what Magiſtrates and Wiſe meh 
do ſay. There is-ſcarce aPrifoner 


+ but finds fault with | his confine- 
ot ment. But doth any- wiſe' man 
X# therefore Judge that Prifotjs' art 
:re= not for the common good, of that 
er-# they are needleſs in aComttion- 


} wealth? If God were” to take *g- 
| vice- of men, that make them- 
ſelves Veſſels of his wrath;'not' one 


puniſhment makes for his Honour 
| and Glory, as well as his gentle- 
neſs and compaſſion. He that re- 
E members God as his Creator, muſt 
| 'view the everlaſting Fire prepa- 


| red for the Devil and his Angels, 
| as well as the houſe made without 


hands eternal in the Heavens; and 
C 2 = 
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if he do both, he is in the greateſt 
-probability of entring into invin- 
Cible reſolutions, to ſhake off the 
yoak of Ungodlineſs and world-| 
Iy Luſts, that he may be capable} 
of entring into his Maſters joy. 
But then theſe reſolutions, if they | 
ſhall be to any purpoſe , muſt beF 
made in the days of his youthful 
vigour, which leads me to the laſt Þ 
.Particular. 


Thirdly,##hy the ftrift obſervance 
FA theſe two Leſſons is particu-| 
larly neceſſary in the days of our 
gouth. 


x. .Becauſe ſin is more eaſily 
mortified, when theſe motives are | 
.applied early in the days of our 
youth. The load that hinders us þ 
from entring in at the ſtrait Gate, | 
amay then be thrown off with grea- | 
ter facility than afterward, The | 

ten- | 
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tenderer the Branch is, the: ſooner 
it is bowed ; and the ſofter the 
Ruft is, the-more eaſily it is ſcou- 
red away. Sin-- in the. youthful 

Je Þ age, is but in-its bud - as it were, 
© and therefore more eaſily nipt; 
EZ and Corruption not being come to 
- any great hardneſs yet, is the ſoo- 
= ner diſperſed , and difſcountenan- 
| ced. The Devil doth but then 
begin to aCt his part in the Soul, 

| and therefore is more eaſily diſlod-- 

| ged; and though one or two evil 
«4-& Spirits may have already taken up 
| their habitation there, yet the num- 

| ber not being advanced to a Le- 

{ gion yet, they may be cruſhed: 

| with greater eaſe. But ſin being 
by age, as it were, caked and ba- 
# ked together , - mocks the Falers- 
z earth, and the help of Soap and 
* Syow-water. The blackneſs be- 
} comes purely E2hiopzan , and the 

| ſpots turn into tokens of the Leo- 
C 3 fpard, 
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pard , which makes the change 
more, difficult, if not impoſſible. 
It's true, ſome that have ſtreamed 
out their- golden days in voluptu- | 
ouſneſs and luxury, have yet at laſt Þ 
' proved eminent Saints ; but as this | 
is an argument of the extraordi- | 
nary Grace of God, ſo no conſe- | 
quence can be drawn from it,. that || 
what God doth for ſpecial reaſons þ 
for ſome, he will do for all. Some 
few grow rich after fifty, but that 
gives but ſmall encouragement” to Þ 
men that do not thrive in. the 
world before; and whatever luc- | 
ky hits ſome may have, that makes | 
but few expect the like :, The foo» || 
ner the Antidote is applied , the | 
greater hopes there is that the Þ 
power of the Poiſon will be weak- | 
ned ; and the longer it lies in the. | 
bowels, the more difficult grows | 
the cure. This ſtands to reaſon, | 
when ſins are young, the _ 
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| range abro 
| be tamed; but being become lu- 
| ſty and ſtrong, all . end 


_—__ fly 3& 
of Edom may ſoan be daſh'd ar 
gainſt the. ſtones; but being be” 
core men of War, they. detie all 


| oppoſition. - Habits become a ſe-- 
| cond nature, and when follies arg - 
| become natural, and mingle with 
| the complexion and Spirits,, they 
are over look'd as harmlels, or” 
; men.. deſpair” of rooting. of-thery - 
| up. The horrour'of any. ſin goes 


off by cuſtome, arid when-men are: 
uſed to, jt, they are fo far from re- 


| penting, that they are apt. to look 


upon . themſelves as. innocent ; 


| When Lions are not. yet uſed to 


for prey, they may 


eayours of 


1 +a 


# cCicuration are vain ; and though 
: we are told of Androdus his Lion, 
; that grew tame when he was of 
' fullage, yet as one Swallow doth. 
| not make a Summer ; ſo neither is 
| it adviſable to venture into: the 


Ca Sea 
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Sea without skill in ſwimming, be- 
cauſe one or two, ignorant of the 
art, have been ſaved from drown- 
ingby a Miracle. Men give God 
but little encouragement to em- | 
ploy his miraculous power to con- | 
vert them, when during the vi-# 
Tour of their age, they have moc- | 

ed all his Stratagems, and defea- 
ted his Methods of Compaſiion, 
and whatever God hath done up- 
on extraordinary occaſions, and 
under extraordinary. circittmſtan- 
ces, we are afſurd by the P/almif? 
that he ſware i» his wrath , that 
they who had —_ him Forty 
years in the Wilderneſs ſhould ze- | 
wer enter into his reft, Pal. 95. 10, | 
- F, ; X ». 


2. Except a. man remember his # 
Creator in the days of his youth, | 
he is not in a likely way to com- | 
Paſs all thoſe graces which ate' - ; 

and | 
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and proper for a Candidate of E- 
ternity. The vertues which the 
Holy Ghoſt faith , are neceſſary 
| for a Chriſtian , are not to be ac- 
| quired or purchaſed but by long 
Z ſtriving , frequent encountring of 
j- | . Temptations, afſiduous labour, and 
- | conſtant enduſtry, and indefatiga- 
| ble circumſpe&tion. Shadows. of 
Graces are compaſkd in a ſhorter 
ſpace, but habits of Goodneſs are- 
the work. of time. One Virtue - 
may poſlibly be got this. year , a- - 
nother the next, another the third. 
Of Ammonas -we read, that he was 
fourteen years conquering his an- 
ger and paſſion, and others have 
laboured many more before. they 
arrived to a habit of meekneſs and - 
patience. Before a .man can fay . 
that he is maſter of ſuch a. Virtue, . 


he muſt have ſeveral tryaks ,-and - 

thoſe tryals-occur not all in one : 

week, or in one month. . He that : - 
C5 s - 
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is free from a temptation this year, 
may have enough of it three years 
hence. By little conqueſts way 
muſt be made for greater, and he 
that overcomes his little peeviſh- 
neſſes for ſorne time, prepares for | 
overcoming bigger affronts and | 
injuries. We read of no Ex tem- 
gore Saints, and thoſe who have 
arrived to qualifications which have 
made them fit for the bliſs of ano- 
ther world, have ſpent many 
years to bring themſelves to a ſpi- 
ritual reliſh of the power of god- 
lineſs. Heaven is not to be gained 
by a ſingle vertue, but there muft 
be adding unto our faith wertue, 
wnto vertue knowledge , unto know- 
_ edge temperance , unto temperance 
godlineſs , unto godlineſs —_ 
#nto patience brotherly kindneſs, and 
wnto brotherly Kindneſs charity , 2 
Pet. 1, 4, 5- He is no Chriſtian 


that knows not what it is to grow - 
: | in 


. of | Reaſon,” 55” 
in grace ; and when. Ws are to kar 
bour after perfeQ&ion:, it's evident 
that we muſt begin betimes. So 


4 that if.a man doth not. begin this 
. | pradtical ———— of his Cre+ 
r | ator ih the days of. his. youth, he 


© hath not.. time dnaghy to. becama 

| maſter'of this art, or. t2commenee.; 

Graduate in this piece. of Philofer: 
phy. ; 1-108 R 


- 3. This early. remembrance of. 
the Great Creator invites/the-carly! 
manifeſtations of Gads loye, ang. 
is the Key to the choiſeſt comagts- 
| and confolations. - - OE. all: the* fr - 
| poſtles St. Falun alone is: called the | 
| Diſciple whom Jeſus laved.;- 'ble:los - 
{ ved them all, but this wuh greater 
{ tenderneſs than ordinary , thacauls, - 
} as moſt Divines:abſerve, he was 
| the youngeſt , and in. the dayi of - 
| his youth remembred bis Maſters 
| will and bis pwn duty. Jen {f: 


rael .. 
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rael was' a Child. e. when in his 
tender age he: followed me with 
all his heart, ſtudied my Laws, 
and walked with God, 7 loved him, 
that is with a higher love of com: | 
placency thanothers,ſaith God, Zzof. | 
£x.x. The-youthful David,when in | 
the wilderneſs he liv'd retired from | 
the world, contemplated things | 
celeſtial and ſublime, made the 
Creator of all things the darling 
of his Soul, and found. no ſuch de- 
_= any where, as in meditating 
of Gods teſtimonies, felt what the | 
kinder influences of Gods Spirit 
were, and what was the exceeding 
greatneſs: of his power , whereof | 
that extraordinary aſliſtance he | 
ſpeaks of to King Saul, was a ſignal | 
teſtimony : Thy ſervant kept his Þ 
fathers ſheep, and there came a Lion |: 
and a Bear and took a Lamb out of 
the flock, and I went out after him, |: 
and delivered it. out of his mouth 5 | 
| aud | 
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and when be aroſe againſt me T caught 
him by his beard, and ſmote him and 
flew Lim, I Sam. 17. 34, 35. When 
Joſeph's innocence and tender years 
led him to the fear of God, and 


| made him have that averſion from 
” ſin in himſelf and others, that he 
told his Father of his brethrens 
| faults; God favourd him with 


more than ordinary tokens of. his 


| love, which appear'd- afterward 


more viſibly , by his making him 
Vice-Roy of Egypt. Early Fruit 
s ever moſt acceptable, and an 
early remembrance of our Crea- 
tor comes before him as Incenſe, 
ſmells ſweet as the morning Sacri- 
fice, and vies with the morning 
Roſe for fragrancy. 


Practical Inferences. 


Fir, Though we allow not of 
the Platonick notion , that all our 
know- 
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knowledge .is nothing but .remie 
niſcence, yet Religion may: juſtly 
be called a Remembrance of things 
we knew and heard of before. 
The lines of good and evil are en- 
graven upon our hearts. The 
Finger of God hath written them | 
upon our Souls, and education to- 
gether with the various Sermons 
we hear, make theſe Characters 
much brighter. So that it at. any: 
time we are to abhor that which, 
is evil, or to cleave to that which: 
is good, if we are tempted to a- 
Hons doubtful and uncertain, 
whether they be agreeable or difa- 
oreeable to the will of Gold , it's 
but remembring what an Almigh- 
ty hand hath imprinted on our 
hearts, or what formerly we have 
treaſured up there , and thus we 
may by the Grace of God reſiſt 
and overcome the temptation. 
Nay , if we remember how at 
ſuch. 
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ſuch a time our Conſciences checkt 
us for ſuch aCtions, and what re- 
luctancies we felt, when prompted 
to the commiſſion. If we remem- 
ber how at another time our pious 
Neighbour reproved us for ſuch 
E a fault, told us, it was an affront 
offered to God , and a ſnare to ru- 
ine our immortal Souls. If we re- 
member how vehemently the Mi- 
niſter of the Ordinances of God' 
declaimed againſt fuch a ſin, what 
Arguments he alleadg'd againſt ir, 
what diſſwaſives he produced , 
what obteſtations and entreaties he 
uſed to diſcourage us from the Of- 
fence, all this will ſignally help 
| to reſtraine us from yielding to 
the evil motion. For this we need 
E no extraordinary memories, and 


the memories we make» uſe of in 


| our civil affairs, when we remem- 
| ber what we did or what hapned 
ſuch a year, will ſerve to put us in 
mind 
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'praQtice of the vertues, neceſſary 
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mind of our duty. It's love to a 
thing that makes us remember 
what may contribute to the pro. 
moting of it. * And if our love 
to Religion were but as ſtrong as 
it is to our Riches, we ſhould very 
eaſily remember the arguments} 
that God and his Miniſters have 
iven us to diſſwade us from the 
Tins we are inclined to. Were we 
truly concerned for our Souls we 
ſhould ſoon remember what we 
have heard out of the Word of 
God, and which: makes for the 


to ſalvation. When we are temp- 
ted to Pride or Anger, if we.did 
but remember how we have hated 
theſe ſins in others, and how odi- 
ous they have appeared to us, when 
we have ſeen our Neighbours fall 

into them, it would be a ſufficient | 
diſcouragement from the commiſ- | 
ſion, That we have no memo» 
ries 


of Reaſon. Al 
ries in this caſe, is not ſo much a 
defe& of nature, as our will. We 
are wilfully forgetful of our duty, 
and that makes us excuſe the neg- 
le& of it ; we will not remember 
our ſins, and that tempts us to 


Z impenitence. Thus we cheat our 


Souls, and that's but an 1] prepa- 


rative for the tremendous audit at 


the Bar of Gods Juſtice. The day 


will come when we ſhall remem- 


ber our offences and negleats whe- 
ther we will or no. There 1s not a 
ſinner now, who willingly forgets 
what he hath been doing againſt 
God and his own Soul, 'but will be 
forced to remember it to his coſt 
4nd ſorrow, when an angry God 
ſhall look' him in the face. And 
is it not our greateſt intereſt then 
to remenber now in this our day 
the things which belong unto our 
peace: to' remember our Errours, 
thar we may turn from them 
| to 


42 ' The Firſt Fruits 

to remember qur duties toGod ang 
man, that. we may conſcienciouſly 
diſcharge. them ; to remember. 
what our Creator, our Father, our 
greateſt Benefactor requires of us; 
to remember . the Exhortations, 
the Entreaties, the Expoſtulations, 
the Adjurations of a. merciful God, 
that the Great Jehovah may re-. 
member. us in that day when he 
makes up his Jewels, and ſpare us 
as a man would ſpare his.Son, that 


IMA =: 
_ Secondly, There is hardly any 
place of. Scripture that -is more 
vulgarly known than this T have 
diſcqurſed. of ; our very. Children. 
learn it almoſt as foon as they can 
ſpeak, and imbibe it with the or- 
dinary queſtions, Who made , you ?. 
Who redeemd you 2 Who ſanttifies 
you? But when men are grown 
up to a juſt ſtrength, and Vgour; 
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of Age, it fares with this Motto as 
it doth. with Scripture Sentences 
written upon Walls in Coun- 
try Churches; not one in forty 
minds it. Youth ( thus pleads the 
Age) muſt have its ſwing ; and 
what ſhould the ſprightly Lad do, 


# but follow his Amours and Vanis 


ties? The bloud that dances in his 
Veins prompts him to gayety'; 
and to reſtrain him in his frolhicks, 


| would be to torment him before 


his time, and looks: like an intole- 


| rable affront offered to his blooms 
| ing years. Young men muſt be 
| merry ; and though. that mirth for 


the moſt part is nothing but licen- 
tiouſneſs, yet as extraydgant-as it 


| 18, itis but a trick of youth, Re- 
| ligion is generally accounted only 
| asa proper attendant of the aged 
| and feeble ; and when men are un» 

| fit for any buſineſs in the world, 
| they then think themſelves fit to 


think 
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think ſeriouſly of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But ſurely this is m0 
Goſpel-Divinity , but a Do@trihe 
taught by the Father of lies the 
Prince of Devils. Thoſe that can 
think ſo, never conſidered the im-} 
port of Chriſt's Law, nor the pains} 
«he Primitive Believers took to| 
arrive to happineſs. The whole 
Bible is againſt theſe dangerous 
poſitions, and the Holy Ghoſt 
knows of no other Repentance, 
but 'what is begun betimes, and 
proſecuted by a ſtri&t obedience, 
There is not a word of comfort in 
all the Scriptures for men -who 
have been baptiz'd into Chriſt and 
never begin to remember their 
Creator: ſeriouſly, till either old 
Age or a Death-bed refreſhes their | 
memories. We read indeed of | 
fruits brought forth in old Age, | 
and thoſe highly commended too; 
but then it is in ſuch men as _ 
cen 
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been early planted in the Houſe of 
the Lord, and flouriſh in the Courts 
of our God, like Cedars and _— 
trees, that diſcover their early ver- 
dure and fragrancy, and continue 
it to the laſt, P/al. 92.12, 13, 14. 
* And let no man tell me here, that 
E this is to drive old Penitents into 
deſpair. No, it's rather a motive 
to double their pains, to redeem 
their time, and to give all diligence 
to make their Calling and Election 
ſure, What ſhould men do who 
have loſt much time, but husband 
| the remainder to the beſt advan- 
tage? And indeed if they ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what opportunities 
they have loſt, how many years 
| they have thrown away upon 
{ things that do not profit ; what 
& Calls they have rejefted , what 


» | checks of Conſcience they have 
; | baffled, what Mercy, and Love, 


| .and Pity they have deſpiſed, and 
how 
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how refratory they have beth 
under the moſt powerful arpy 
ments that have been ſuggeſted t 
them, they haveno reaſon to loite 
much, nor to ery a little more ſleep, 
4 little more flumber in the ways 
of ſin. They had need pray har 
der than other men, and labourſy- 
more than others , and give grez 
ter demonſtrations of love and 
charity than their Neighbours, who 
have been wiſe much earlier, that 
if they cannot arrive to any high 
degrees of Glory, they may how. 
ever ſave themſelves from the 
wrath to-come, and from everla- 
ſting burnings. 


Thirdly, Hear this. all ye, in 
whoſe Veins healthful and vigorous} 
bloud doth flow, Fancy you hearf 
the deceaſed Party here call tof 
you from his Grave , or rather 
from the Regicns of 4», from the 
Ib other 


of Reaſon. 45 


other world. © Fancy you'hear him 


pf fay, O: ye.ſons, of men, how long 


g will ye turn.your glory into ſhatne, 
tre} how long will ye love Vanity ahd 
ſeek after leaſing 2 In this other 
world, where my Soul is now, the 
Scene is changed, and all things 
look with- another face. Here all 


ex things appear big and dreadful, and 


in amazing ſhapes. Here is a glo- 
rious God, that will not be put off 
with Forms and Schemes, and lit- 
tle complemental Devotions , but 
| expets conformity to the Image 
he of his Son, even to the ſame mind, 
la-# and temper, and contempt of the 
| world, which was alfo in Chriſt 
Jeſus. O flatter not your ſelves 
with hopes of eafie accounts , or 
{ fancies that God will not be ſo cru- 
! & as to condemn a company of 
* poor Sinners to the bottomleſs 
'Gulph. Reft aſſur'd he is no re- 
ſpefter of perſons, He' is not 
Es ; frighted 
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frighted by crowds, and number, 
and multitudes from making them 
feel the weight of his anger. Be 
adviſed, be entreated, be perſwa- 
ded to remember your Creator in 
the days of your youth. O dg 
not- put the evil day far from you! 
Let the great Creator be ever in 
your minds. Where-ever you are 
carry his Image in your Boſom, 
that you may do nothing unwor: 
thy of his goodneſs and holineſs 
Make him your deareſt and your 
greateſt treaſure. Cling to him 
as your onely refuge in the evil 
day. Makeit your buſineſs to be 
guided by his Eye, and to be in- 
{trufted and governed by his Coun- 
ſel. Beye not as the Horſe and 
Mule that have no underſtanding, 
Be not afraid of any troubles that 
may befal you upon the account 
of your obedience. Be confident, 


he hath rewards infinite, unſpeak- 
able, 
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able, incomprehenſible rewards , 
to recompenſe all your loſſes, 
though you ſhould loſe life it ſelf 
for his Names fake. Remember 
your Reaſon was given you on 
purpoſe to remember him. Re- 


'S# member that therefore he diſtin- 
guiſhed you from Bruits and Beaſts, 
that you ſhould think of his will 
and do it. Remember you are 
his Creatures, and he your. Lord, 
your Maſter, your King, and your 
Supreme Governour. Remember 
you have not a better friend in all 
the world than him. Remember 
with what tenderneſs and gentle- 
neſs he uſes you , what offers he 
makes you , and how dreadful it 
will be to undervalue ſuch expreſ- 
ſions of love. Remember the 
thouſand Deliverances , Preſerva- 
tions, and gratious Providences he 
| hath ſent you. Remember the 
"F danger you are in. The Devil 
D : like 
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like a roaring Lyon walks about 
feeking whom he may devour, 
You have Enemies on every fide 
of you : All lie in wait to devour 
. you. Remember the veracity of 
God ;: he will not vary one tittle 
from his word. Odo not treſpaſs 
upon his patience any more. A- 
buſe his Mercy and Long-ſuffer- 
ing no longer. But let his good- 
neſs lead you to a ſerious, ſpeedy, 
and univerſal Reformation. The 
Judge is at the door, and fſeein 

that all theſe things ſhall be dit- 
ſolved, What manner of perſons 
ought ye tobe in all-holy conver- 
fation, and godlineſs! Should the 
perſon deceaſed appear to you at 
this time, and preach thefe Leſſons 
to you, would not you. tremble 
and fear, and ſtand aſtoniſhed, and 
go home, and take care that you 
might not be barren nor unfruit- 
ful in the knowledge cf our Lord 
| | Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt > Why Sirs ? theſe 
things are as true, as if a Ghoſt 
from the other world did repeat 
them toyou. And 1f they be e- 
ternal Truths, O foolzſh Galathzans, 
who hath bewitched you , that you 
ſhould not obey the truth, before 
whoſe eyes Feſus Chriſt hath. been'e- 
widently ſet forth , crucified among 

you? And therefore DT 


Pourthly, If the :Remembrance 
of your Creator cannot melt your 
hearts, 'O let the remembrance: of 
your Redeemer make you wiler. 
Remember what the Son''of. God 
hath ſuffered for you. Remem- 
ber what Agonies,what Torrents, 
what bitter Scofis and: Reproaches 
he endured to reſcue and: free: you 
from the bondage of ſin-and. of 
the Devil. ' Remember you are 
bought with a price, with the 
precious bloud of the immaculate 

s .  y Lamb. 
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Lamb. Remember you were 
bought to be his peculiar people, 


* and bought that you ſhould be your 


own no -more ; that you ſhould 
not live to your ſelves, but to 
him that bought you at the ex- 
pence of his Bloud and -Labour. 
Remember he bled for.yon. Re- 
member he laid down his life for 
you.Remember,greater love can no 
man ſhew than that he lay down his 
Lfe for his friends. Remember 
he died for you when you were ene- 
mies. Remember he thought no- 
thing too good for you. Remem- 
ber who it was that did all this for 
you, even the King of Kings, the 
.Lord of Lords, the eternal Son 
.of God, that could have glorified 
himſelf in your endleſs miſery , 
but wauld not; and to let you 
fee the exceeding riches of his 
Grace, humbled himſelf .to the 

6G: death 
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death of the Croſs , that the aſto- 
niſhing Mercy might work in-you | 
a loathing of every weight , and 
every ſin, which doth fo eaſily be- 
ſet you. Can you remember all 
this, and feel no reſolutions within, 
to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him 
who hath called you out of dark- 
neſs into his marvellous light, Can 
you remember all this and forbear 
crying out with the Apoſtle, I 
count all things droſs and dung for 
the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chrift Feſus my Lord ? 

Fifthly,Would we know, how we 
may lay a foundation for a long 
and healthy life. The principle 
here laid down is it, Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 
In youth we commonly lay the 
Foundation of future Diſeaſes , 
which ſhorten our days, and fill 
our lives with various Diſtempers.; 

D 3 and 
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and while people treſpaſs upon the 
vigour of their Age, and offer vi- 
olence to Nature when young, 
they conſider not how by this 
means they give death an oppor- 
tunity to enter, and the bloud in 
that age is commonly ſo corrupted, 
that all the Medicines afterward 
cannot aboliſh the corruption , or 
eradicate it out of the Bowels. 
This early remembrance of God 
will help to reſtrain that extrava- 
gance, and as it contributes to the 
loundneſs of the Body, ſoit cannot 
but be an excellent preparative for 
the long continuance of it. Set 
aſide ſome diſtrated perſons, the 
deſire and endeavour of mankind 
is to live long. To this end they 
uſe Preventives, Preſervatives, Ca 
tharticks, Diureticks, Emeticks, 
Reftoratives, ſhun all things that 
they apprehend noxious, and hear- 


ken to every little ſtory that di- 
rects 
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rets them how to. free them- 
ſelves from the too early approa- 
ches of ſullen death, that Xing of 
Terrours. Indeed under violent 
Pain, or extream Poyerty, or into- 
lerable Diſgrace, ſome do wiſh for 
death, but that's only a ſudden palſ- 
ſion caus'd by the preſent preſling 
misfortune, but if that were once 
over, they would be content with 
the Co/er in the Fable, to carry 
their burthen, even the burthen of 
their fleſh about them a little lon- 
ger. We are told of ſtrange en» 
deavours uſed in India by the Pa- 
gan Kings, and the Grandees in 
their Courts to prolong lite. Some 
do even ſpend their Patrimonies 
to find out the 7niverſal Medicine, 
and an Arxtidote againſt death ; 
ſome. with Pearls diſſolved in the 
pureſt Dew of Heaven ſeek to 
lengthen out our days; but this 
remembring our Creator in the days 
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of our youth, will do more than all 
Drugs and Medicines, more than 
all the Cordials and Julips in the 
world , and whatever either the 
Wiſdom, or Folly of man hath in- 
vented to procure longevity. It's 
evident , that by this remembring 
our Creator is meant nothing but 
the Fear of God, for thus Solomon 
explains himſelf, v. x 3.-of this Cha- 
pter ; where to reinforce the ad- 
monition v, T7. he onely changes 
the Phraſe, but means the ſame. 
thing, Pear God, and keep his com- 
mandments, tor that's the whole du- 
ry of man ; and to aſſure us,” that 
this early remembrance of God in 
the way to long lite, he adds, Prov. 
IO. 27. The fear of the Lord pre- 
tongs days. Byt- becauſe this truth 
is believed but by very few, it will 
not be amiſs to give ſuch demon- 
ſtrations of it as may convince a- 
ny rational man of the —_ 

an 
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and moment of it. And 


7. TheDuties Religion enjoyns, 
if ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly 
praCtiſed, tend to health and pro- 
longation of life, as will appear 
from an induQion of particulars. 
Religion enjoyns Zemperance in ea- 
ting and drinking ; and all the 
world agrees in this, that 'Tempe- 
rance is not onely the beſt Phyſick, 
but the beſt Phyſician too. Glut- 
tony, and Drunkenneſs, and Exceſ- 
ſesin meat and drink, are fruitful 
Parents of Diſeaſes, and how men 
do thereby precipitate themſelves 
into Gouts, Dropſies, Surfeits, Fe- 
vers, Oc. which are great promo- 
ters of an carly death , none can 
be ſuppoſed ignorant, Religion 
forbids all extravagant Paſſions, 
which being let loole hugely debi- 
litate Nature. It enjoyns Meek- 
neſs, Patience, Contentedneſs, and 

” x a 
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a reaſonable ſervice; and where 
the Paſſions are kept in good order, 
in all likelihood the temper and 
frame of the body will be preſer. 
ved inhealth, and a fweer and ad- 
mirable harmony. From lettin 

_ the Paſſions run beyond their jul 

boundsand limits,innumerable mif- 
ehiefs flow ; ſome by immoderate &: 
inordinate love have killd theme 
iclves, others by inordinate An- 
ger have fallen into Epilephies : 
Some by immoderate grief con- 
fume the marrow in their bones ; 
and Hiſtory tells us of ſeveral, fuch 
as Leo X, Pope of Rome, and ſome 
Roman Ladies, that have in fits of 
immoderate laughter expired, and 
given up the ghoſt. 

Religion forbids all anxious and 
tormenting cares , and carkings, 
great enemies certainly to health 
and life; for they not only make 
the Bloud ſtagnate, clog the Spi- 

r1t's, 
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rits, hinder a free circulation',.but 
tbo often have been, and are, the. 
cauſes of menslaying violent hands 
upon themſelves. This admini- 
ſters Ingredients which make up a 
good Confcience, and that's a pet-: 
petual Feaſt, It bids 'us- rejoyce 
in the Lord always, and a conſtant 
cheerfulneſs cannot but be. a very 
great preſervative of health.,, and 
the vital flame within. _ It.:for- 
bids all Fornication, Adultery, Laf- 
civiouſneſs, and exorbitant. Luſts ; 
preſcribes the modeſt and mode-- 
rate uſe of Marriage ,. ar com-- 
mends perpetual  Virginuy ; 
all which is very conducive to 
health and longevity ;- and: this: 
we need not doubt. of, when we 
ſee men , who give themſelves li- 
berty in hankering- after ſlrange 
Fleſh, what work they make tor 
Surgeons and Phyſicians, how. they 
poiton their Bloud, and are fo ma» 

. ny 
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ny walking Graves. Religion 
preſcribes frequent Faſting , and 
Abſtinence, and how beneficial this 
is to health and a long vigorous 
| - life, The examples of the ancient 
Hermits, and ſince their time, of 
other religious men, are ample te- 
ſtimonies. Simeon Stylztes by this 
means arrived to. the age of 109. 
Anthony the Great to 105. Paul 
the firſt Aſcetick to 103. Arſenius 
to 120. Yenerable Bede to 92. 
Remigius the famous Archbiſhop 
of Rhemes ( who enjoy'd his Bt- 
ſhoprick 70 years, which is more 
T think «than can be faid of any 
man in publick Office for a thou- 
fand years) to 95. Epiphanius 
(not the Cyprian Biſhop, but ano- 
ther) to x15. Not to mention 
any more, 'and moſt Hiſtorians a- 
gree 1n it, that one great means to '$ 
prolong their years was their ſpare 
dict and frequent abſtinence , — | 
Falls 
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Faſts in obedience to Religion. 
Beſides, Religion commands Obe. 
dience , Reſpet, and Tenderneſs 
to Parents, and to that a ſpecial 
bleſling of long life-is affixed by 
. promiſe in the fifth Command- 
ment. - Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy days may be long 
in the Land which the Lord thy God 
gives thee. It bids us alſo ſhun all 
apparent occaſions of miſchief, 
particularly of evil company , 
where great rudeneſſes , inſolen- 
cies, debaucheries, and many times 
Murthers are committed , to the 
endangering both of health and 
life. Add to all this, that Religion 
doth peremptorily prohibit all ill 
language, which is too often the 
unhappy cauſe of quarrels, ſtrife, 
fighting, blows, duelling, and af- 
* faſſinations, which ſignally ſhor- 
ten the life of man; in alluſion to 
which David tells us, P/al. 34. 12, 


I 3. 
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13. What manis he that defires life,: 
and loves many days , that he may 


ſe 


6 
an 


e good 2 Us thy tongue from evil, 
Juby lips that they ſpeak no guile. 


So that if a man remembers his. 


Creator betimes, makes Conſcience 
of the duties. Religion preſcribes, 
and continues in doing fo, he lays 
a foundation for a long and healthy 
life, EE TY OM 


2. This early remembrance. of 
God, gives a man a title to Gods 


ſpecial Providence, and what the 
eftect of that is, the Pſalmif? will 
inform us, Pſal. 91. 14, 16. Becauſe 
he hath ſet his love _ me, there« 
fore will I deliver him, with long 
life will T ſatisfie him, and ſhew him 
my ſalvation. That there 1s a ſpe- 
cial Providence attending. thoſe 
who fear God , ts the unanimous 
voice of all the inſpired Writers ; 
and they all agree in this, that zhe 

| Eyes 
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eyes 'of the Lord run to and foo 
through the world, to fhew himſelf 
frong in the behalf of thoſe whoſe 
heart is upright toward him, as it is 
faid, 2 Chron. 16. 9. And with 
reſpe& to this ſpecial Providence 
| it is that Solomon gives this advice 
to the Diſciple of wiſdom, Prov. 
3.I, 2. My ſon forget not my Law, 
and let thy heart attend unto my 
commandment, for length of days, and 
long life , and peace ſhall they add 
anto thee. By this ſpecial Provi- 
dence a man is preferved from 
numberleſs dangers , which other- 
wife would cruſh both health and 
life. Its this bleſſes his meat and 
drink to him, be it more or leſs, 
wholeſom or unwholeſom , re- 
| moves from it what is noxious 
and peſtilential, gives it a- nutritive 
power, and many times preſerves 
| him without meat and drink ; for 
man doth not live by bread _ 

Fn, at 
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but by every word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God, as we are told 
Matth. 4. 4. 

However, this ſerious remem- 
brance of our Creator, or which 
isall one , the fear of God makes 
a man immortal, more effeCtually 


” a . A. ant # .&a oo Ya. 


than Books and Monuments , or || 
Pillars, or Tombſtones, or Fabricks, | 


or Pyramids. For theſe onely 
keep up an empty name ; but this 


conſcientious fear makes the man | 


himſelf immortal. Such a per- 
ſon leads a happy life here, and his 
natural death makes no other alte- 
ration in that happy life, than that 
it gives it greater brightneſs, grea- 
ter ſplendour, greater luſtre , and 
adds to. it higher degrees of hap- 


pineſs.. Andoof this Fear , or ſeri- | 


ous Remembrance of God, it may 
be ſaid, as it was of the Bread 
which came down from Heaven, 
that it is Meat indeed, and Drink 

indeed, 
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indeed, and he that feeds upon it 
ſhall never die. For fuch a mans 
Soul, which is the principal part of 
him, at the end or period of his 
days here, is onely tranſplanted 
into a richer ground, and convey- 


| ed to.anobler Soil, to better Land, 
| toa larger Houſe , to more plea- 
| fant Manſions, and to a more am- 


ple Theater : And being removed 


from hence, it doth not change its 
| nature, but onely her abode ; trom 


a Priſon, from a Cave, from a Cot- 
tage, from a Dungeon, to a more 
ſpacious Pallace , where ſhe hath 
more Elbow-room, and like a Bird 
freed from her Cage, aQts with 
greater liberty, and ſings with 
greater cheerfulneſs, And her Bo- 


! dy too, ſleeps onely for a few 


years, lies down upon a bed of 
Turf, till the Soul is throughly 
ſetled in her new Habitation , and 
then even that at the ſaund - = 

| rch- 
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Arch-Angels Trumpet ſhall awake 
toa happy immortality, as Chriſt 
aſſures us, Fob. 11. 26. 

And though it's true that ma- 
ny who ſincerely remember their 
Creator, and fear him, are cut off 
in the prime and flower of their 
age, and live but a ſhort time in 
this world, yet that early remo- 
val contradicts not the natural 
tendency of the Fear of God. Still 
this is the natural courſe of that 
ſtream, and if it met with no ex- 
traordinary ſtop, it would certain- 
ly prolong life even® here upon 
earth. But God for ſpecial reaſons 
puts a ſtop ſometimes to its natu- 
ral courſe, as he hindred the Sun 
from going down in Foſhua's time, 
and from ſhining out at noon-day 
in our Saviour's time, and the Iron 
from ſinking in E/iſhah's time, and 
the Fire from ſcorching in Nebu- 
cadnezzar's time, and the greedy 

Whale 
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Whale from conſuming or devou- 
ring Fonas. Theſe creatures , had 
they been left to theix natural 
courſe, would have aCted other- 
wiſe ; but an Almighty hand in- 
terpoſing its power and influence, 
they were reſtrained in their natu- 
ral bent and inclination. So the 
Fear of God, though its natural 
tendency be to prolong health and 
lite, yet God doth not ſo tie him- 
ſelf to the natural courſe of things, 
but that ſometimes, for reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf, he may and 
doth make an alteration in that 
natural tendency : nor is that al- 
teration any juſt diſcouragement 
from the Fear of God , no more 
than a mans being ſometimes dif- 
appointed in his deſigns is a dif- 
couragement from proſecuting his 
Trade, or Calling , or Profeſſion. 
So that when God makes an alte- 


ration in the natural courſe or ten- 
dency 
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dency of this holy Fear , and cut) 


off men that conſcientiouſly re 
member ,him, in the - prime and 


ſlower of their age, it may be el 


ther to advance his own Glory, 
or to accelerate their happineſs, or 
to keep them from the evil to 
come, or to chaſtiſe their Rela: 
tives, Who were too fond of. theſe 
outward Comforts , or to puniſh 
wicked men, who as they are by 
the death of ſuch perſons deprived 
of examples and monitors, and 
means of grace, ſo through the 
juſt Judgement of God, they are 
thereby hardned in their fins, 
which brings on their everlaſting 
miſery. Though if we conſider 
the happineſs of the next world, 
in conjunttion with this preſent, 
as it makes one entire thred or 
web in a perſon that truly fears 
God, {ſtill there can be no greater 
trath than that. the Fear of God 
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uts] prolongs life, for. it prolongs it to 


re: 


all Eternity. Not to mention that a- 
bundance of perſons who ſeem to 


fear God, do fear him very impers 


ſetly,.or not exaQly according to 
the Rules before laid down, which 
may be the reaſon, why they do 


'F not ſee this promiſe fulfilled to 


them in all the meaſures of its la- 
titude. 

It is confeſt, that even men that 
do not trouble their heads about 
Religion, Swearers, Drunkards, A- 
theiſts, Blaſphemers , Beaſts and 


Brutes, live to a prodigious age 
ſometimes without the Fear of 


God, yet 1s not therefore the con» 
ſcientious man that lives long in 
the world a loſer by his fear ; for 
though he that fears God , and he 
that lives in contempt of his Laws, 
do both .enjoy the fame bleſling, 
even long Life, yet there is a vaſt 
difference in the cauſes of this. 
Bleſſing ; 
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Bleſſing ; for .in the former the 
Bleſſing comes from a Father; 
hand, in the other from a Judge 
\ In the former it is a gift of loy 
in the other of meer generoſity 
In the former it comes by promik 
in the other by a large and diffuſing 
bounty. To the former it is gj 
ven, that he may be a bleſſing ti 


his Neighbours, to the other, thaff 


he may be a Scourge and Rod ty 
thoſe who live neer him. In th 
former it is an efte&t of vertuc 
in the other of natural conſti 

tion. The former receives it be 
cauſe of his univerſal Obedience 


the other hath may be dong ' 


ſome little inconſiderable ſervice 
to Gods Church or Servants, which 
God ſcorns to leave unrewarded 
and as the ſervice will bear no big 
ger reward, ſo God puts him of 

with a bleſſing of his left hand. 
And from hence it follows, _ 
tnere 


kite 
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there muſt be a great difference in 


the comforts of this bleſſing. Tn 


'the former this long Life is ut or- 


der to greater Mercy ; in the 0- 


ther, in order to his greater con- 
*demnation. 
gentle River, which hath run ma- 


In the former, like a 


ny miles and enriched the neigh- 


bouring Grounds, it mingles at laſt 
with the vaſt Ocean of Glory; in 


the other , though like the River 
Fordan it hath extended its courſe a 
great way, yet falls at laſt into the 
dead Sea, into endleſs howlings. 


Tn the former it is a ſpiritual Blef- 
ſing as well as a temporal ; in the 
other only a temporal. In the 


former it 15 a ſign that a great deal 
more 15 to be added to it ; 1n the 


'other, that after that, all his Blef- 


ſings are at an end,and that he ſhall 
have no more. 

By all which it appears, that 
this Remembrance of God 1s - 
uſe- 
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uſeleſs thing. It is profitable to 
the Body as well as the Soul; and 
by whatT have faid, it ſhould ſeem 
it is the beſt Phyſick in the world, 
So wiſely hath God ordered his 
Laws and Precepts, that they fig- 
nally advance the welfare not 
onely of the inward, but outward 
-mMxto0o. O the blindneſs of poor 
Mortals that will not ſee this truth! 
How calmly , how ſweetly , how 
contentedly may a man live with 
the Fear of God , while ſin, and 
pleaſing his extravagant Luſts hur: 
ries the finner on to a thouſand 
troubles and inconveniencies ! Nay, 
the unwary man ſees how his ſin- 
ful courſes, his drinking, and kee- 
ping ill Company breaks his E- 
ſtate , his Body , and his Health, 
and perhaps the Heart of his Wife 
and Children. The Fear of God 
would preſerve all theſe, yet the 
heedleſs wretch will take no war- 
ning. 
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ning. Do theſe men believe ano- 


« ther life do you think > No, if 


they did, they durſt as well eat 
fire, as we ſay, as venture upon fins, 
to which the Almighty Judge hath 
affixed damnation by an irreverſi- 
ble Decree. But what do we talk 
of another life 2 If their tempo- 
ral intereſt, and the intereſt of 
their Bodies, and Eſtate, and health 
cannot make them wiſer, I know 
nothing but feeling the flaming 
anger of a juſt God, that will do 
it. To ſee men run into death 
and miſery, and diſeaſes, as if they 
were angry with their lives, and 
took it ill that God hath given 
them a being in the world , what 
can a man think but that they are 
diſtracted and out of their wits? 
But it were well if their madneſs 
were invincible, and that they 
could not help it; but now have 
they both ſeen and known , and 
E might 


LY 
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might prevent their danger and 
will not ; therefore their ſin re-' 
mains. 

But I will not ſtand upon the 
long and healthy lite,which the Re- 
membrance of God or a holy 
Fear of his name procures in this | 
life. Iwill carry this motive far- | 
ther, as this long Life relates to 
everlaſting and endleſs life. Be- 
Hold Chriſtians , this prize, this 
mighty Commodity we ſet before | 
you in his Name who hath ſent us | 
to be Embaſſadours for Chrif# Fe- 
Jus. Men, Fathers, and Brethren, 
and ye that fear God, give audi- | 
ence: The God of our Fathers, 
the God of Abraham, and the God 
of 7ſaac , and the God of Faced, 
hath raiſed his Son Jeſus from the 
dead, who hath brought life and 
immortality to light. This im- 
mortal Lite he offers you , and 


by us entreats you to accept of it, 
He 


{| 
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He doth promiſe you, that you 
ſhall live eternally in his Boſfom, 
in the Sunſhine of his Favour ,- in 
the Beams of his inacceſſible Light. 
He doth promiſe you , that you 
ſhall live eternally without Fear, 
without Want , without Poverty, 
without Trouble, without Sick- 


"neſs, without Care , and without 


Anxiety. He doth promiſe you, 
that you ſhall live eternally in all 
the Eaſe, and Plenty, and Proſpe- 
rity that reaſon can defire. He 
doth promiſe you allthis, not that 
he ſtands in need of you, or is in 
diſtreſs for your company, or that 
this eternal Life lies like a Drug 
upon his hands, or that he knows 
not what to do with it, No, but 
his Almighty, Immenſe, and infi- 
nite love moves him to offer all 
this ; and by way of exchange, he 
requires not an Oblation of the 
Beaſts of the field , or of a thou» 

E' 3 fand 
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fand Rivers of Oyl ; but all he ex- 
pets at your hands , is this early 
.Remembrance of your Creator ; 
a Remembrance without which 
you cannot live happy here, with- 
out which you can never reliſh that 
eternal Life he doth promiſe you, | 
without which youare incapable of 
converſing with him , and with- 
out which it is impoſſible you 
ſhould ever be his Friends and Fa- 
-vourites. And have you no am- 
bition to live as. long as Angels 
live 2 Are you ſolowsſpirited that 
you have no deſire to live cternal- 
ly2 Ye young people, ye are 
loth to die, behold, this conſcien- 
tious Remembrance of your God 
will make your days like the days 
of God, whoſe Years do not fail, 
and who endures from one Gene- 
ration to another. Ye that are 
ſtricken in age, as old as ye are, 
ye are unwilling to die. It you 

are 
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are loth to die, behold here is a 
Tree of Life, if you ſtretch forth 
your hand and eat of this Tree, 
you ſhall live for ever. This Re- 
membrance of God , this Fear of 
his Name, is the true Antidote a- 
gain Death, aye, and the Gates of 


| Hell ſhall nor prevail againſt you. 


And will ye refuſe fo great a Mer- 
cy, and a Pearl of that ineſtima- 
ble value? Did any of the dam- 
ned ſee you loth and unwilling to 
embrace this offer , what ſtrange 
Creatures would they take you to 
be2 O then, ſee that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeaketh ; for if they ef- 
caped not that refuſed him who ſpake 
on Earth , much more ſhall not we 
eſcape, if we turn away from him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven, Heb. 12. 
2I. 


Sixthly. Tt is rational to believe, 
that if God were always in our 
E 3 thoughts, 
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thoughts, we ſhould not dare te 
fin. Weput himout of our minds, 
are loth to refle& on him, loth to 
think of him; or if he thruft 
himſelf into our Underſtandings, 
we force him one again, and that's 
| the reaſon why we venture to of- 
Fend him. . God hath done all that 
was fit for a wiſe Creator to do, 
to make us always remember, and 
always think of him : His Im- 
preſs and Stamp is upon every vi- 
ſible and created Objet. We ſee 
him in Heavenand in Earth, How 
can we look upon the Sun, and not 
behold him by whoſe order he 
ſhines , and warms this Nether- 
world 2 How can we view the 
Moon and Stars , and not ſee him 
that calls them all by their names 2 
He is to be ſeen in every Flower, 
in every Tree , in every ſprig of 
Herb, in every Shrub, in our Souls 
and Bodies; and whatever we 

touch 
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touch or handle, we may ſee him 
in whom, and for whom, and 
through whom are all things ; and. 
then ſurely here are great oppor- 
tunities to think of him, to have 
him in our minds, and to keep 


| him in our thoughts, and with 


that remembrance to baniſh all 


_ things that are contrary or offen- 


ſive to his Nature ! But fo ſtupid 
are the generality,that though Gog 
as it were thruſts himſelf upon 
them, and hath made the way to 
forget him in a manner unpaſia- 
ble, yet they look not upon him, 
ſee him not, pierce and dive no 
farther than the Shell or outward 
Rind , think only on the EffeR, 
and diſ-regard the Cauſe, fix their 


eyes on what 1s before them, but 


mind not him that 1s inviſible, 
They can do it, but they will not, 
they have reaſon given them to 
take notice of him , but they uſe 


E 4 it 
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it not. And while God 1s ndt in 
all their thoughts, how ſhould they 
fear, how ſhould they ſtand in 
awe, how ſhould they be reſtrai- 
ned from doing ill 2 Not thinking 
of him, they dread him not. Ta- 
king no notice of his Majeſty, and 
Greatneſs, and Power, and Good- 
neſs, they pay him not that re- 
ſpe& which is due to that everla- 
ſting Being. Baniſhing him out 
of their minds, they reflect not 
on his Laws, do not mind his 
threatnings , and remember not 
what the conſequences of this neg- 
le& will be, which makes them 
ruſh into ſin, as a Horſe ruſhes in- 
to the Battle. This is to have 
eyes, and not to ſee; which as it is 
at firſt a mans ſin, ſo it becomes 
afterwards his puniſhment, as Pha- 
raoh's induration was firſt his crime, 
but came to be ſeal'd upon him 
afterward by a Decree from Hea- 
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ven. What a Philoſophical, or ra- 
ther Angelical life might we lead 
if we would taſte and ſee in eve- 
ry thing, how ſweet and how gra- 
cious the Lord: is! This would not 
onely- fright us from breaking his 
holy and wholeſome Laws, but be- 
come a Treaſury , a Repoſitory 
of. admirable Comforts. This 
would qualifie every affliction, give 
an allay to our ſorrows , mitigate 
every trouble, ſupport us in dt- 


ſtreſs, relieve us in our wants, and 


dire us in perplexities. This 
would make us ſubmit to the di- 
vine Will in all things, and. fay 
with him, 1 was dumb and _ 
not my mouth, becauſe thou did'ſt it, 
Pfal. 39. 9. This is to converſe 
with God, and- never to want 
company. This way ſolitude may 
be improved , and he that where- 
ever he is, beholds the divine Wiſe 
dom, Goodneſs, and Power, which 

2 he - 
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' he may ſee in every Animal, in 
his Meat, and Drink , and Clo- 
thing , but chiefly in his Reaſon, 
can never be in diſtreſs for want 
of Company. For God is always 
with him, and by ſeeing him inthe 
various Obje&ts before him , and 
admiring his powerful Arm , and 
the excellent deſigns he hath in 
theſe Diſpenſations , he doth as it 
were ſpeak to him, addreſs himſelf 
to him, and gets aſſurance that 
God is pleaſed with him : or 
whoſo is wiſe and will obſerve theſe 
things, even they ſhall underſtand 
the loving kingdueſſes of the Lord,Plal. 
107, ult. 


Seventhly, Remember Now thy 
Creator: Sinner, it muſt be now 
or never. Thou haſt no time but 
the preſent time. - What is paſt 
and what is to come is out of thy 
power. This 1s all the ſtock _ 

aſt : 
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haſt :, If thay-.negle& this , thou 
art not ſure thou ſhalt have any 
more. Now , when thou readeſt 
theſe things; Now, ,when thou 
heareſt theſe truths; Now, when 
theſe admonitions are ſuggeſted 
to thy mind ; Now, when the voice 
oi God ſounds in thine ears; Now 
is the time to give earneſt heed 
unto the meſſage of Grace and 
Mercy. Now thy Memory ſerves, 
now thy Reaſon 1s ſtrong, #ow eve- 
ry thing invites thee to clofe with 
thy God, dare to do it. Now is 
God ready to ſeal thy Pardon. 
Now he is willing to give thee an 
Intereſt in his love. Now he calls, 
ow he entreats, xow thy Conſcience 
checks thee ; Now thou haſt good 
inclinations, now thou may*'{t make 
thy (elf, zow thou may'ſt be advan- 
ced toheavenly places. Now work, 
ow. lat our , wow refit, vow fight, 
now ſtrive, cw contend, now beſtir 


thy 
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thy ſelf, now riſe; »ow take pains, 
zow' ſecure Gods loving kindneſs, 
and thy happineſs. 

After this life there is no Purga- 
tory, no middle ſtate, where the 
Prayers of the living, or Maſſes 
id by Prieſts can attone for your 
paſt or former Errours. 'They 
that can feed themſelves with ſuch 
Popiſh Dreams, or have any opi- 
nion of theſe fancies of Nuns and 
Friars, muſt be wofully forſaken of 
God and *of their Reaſon. Net- 
ther St, Francs's Girdle, nor St. 
Simon Stocks , his Scapulary , nor 
the Roſary of St. Domznick, nor all 


the 7Trinkets and Re/licks the Ro- * 


»an Church doth boaſt of, will do 
ye any ſervice here. To hope for 
{uch helps, contrary to Scripture, 
and ridiculous in the eyes of ra- 
tional men, is an argument of a 
diſtempered Brain, and unaccoun- 
table ſtupidity. Thou My” 
t 
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the Scripture to be the Word of 
God, and to contain the perfe&t 
Will of God ; and if ſo, God ha- 
ving revealed not one ſyllable of 
his intent of being entreated by 
the Prayers of the living, or thine 
own after thy departure , why 
ſhould'ſt thou feed thy ſelf with 
Wind and Air, or believe that when 
thy Now hath been negleCted , thy 
Hereafter will fave all. This 1s 
to play with Religion, not to be- 
heve it, if now thou remembreſt 
not the great work thou haſt to 
do, thou onely art, but /zveſt not. 
Thou haſt onely a Being in the 
world , but art a uſcleſs thing. 
Fhou liveſt not, except thou live 
in a ſenſe of the furure account, 
and ſecureſt Gods favour, and the 
fatety of thy Soul , by departing 
from the way that leads to deſtru- 
Eion. And if the Rowan in Dio 
thought no years part of his _ 
ut 
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but thoſe he had ſpent in retire- 
ment, and converſing with God 
and himſelf, and therefore cauſed 
it to be engraven on his Tomb. 
ſtone; Here lies Similius, who hath 
been Seventy fix years in the world, 
but lived but Seven, what muſt 
be written on thy Monument who 
regardeſt not the exemple of Fe- 


ſus, nor the lives of Sajnts, nor the - 


Precepts of the Goſpel, now in this 
thy day> What mult be written 
I fay, on thy Monument, but that 
thou haſt lived ponudus utile ter- 
ra; That thou haſt been a dead 
weight in the world, and laſt not 
lived one day to the comiort and 
welfare of thy immortal Soul 2 
This preſent time 15 the, time that 
God preſcribes tnee to watch a- 
gainſt fin, to reſiſt tempration, to 
get the ornament of Grace and 
Vertue. If thou fancieſt any c- 
ther time may do bettcr , thou 

| reckon- 
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reckoneſt without thy Hoſt, buil- 
deſt Caſtles in the Air, and onl 
deceiveſt thy ſelf with pleafant 1. 
lufions. Who ſhould know it fo 
well what time is fitteſt for this 
work as the all-wife-God? Shall 
thy ſhallow brain pretendto know 
better than he 'who made 'thy 
frame , or conſiders and ponders 


'- | things in the Ballance of his eter- 


nal Wiſdom > Canfſt thou imagine 
that a' God bent ſo much upon thy 
good, would preſcribe any thing 
prejudicial to thy intereſt 2 Doth 
he afffrm, and proteſt, that the 
preſent time is the beſt and only 
time, and dareſt thou contradict 
him, or att as if he were miſtaken, 
and thy choice were beſt > What 
infolence,, what rudeneſs is this ? 
and if it were no ſin, canany thing 
be more contrary to good man- 
ners? What time would'{t thou 


ſet apart for this neceſſary work? 
What ! 
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What! the age of infirmity , of 
ſickneſs, or of dotage> Go and 
offer it to thy Governour, and fe 
whether he. will accept of. ſuch 
weak endeavours ? Nay, art thou 
fo fond of weak ſervices, that thou 
wouldeſt expe&. none from. thy 
Servant but when his ſtrength fails 
him? Wilt thou give that to 
God, which Man would ſcorn, and 
thy ſelf do'ſt not care forz Hath 


thy God deſerved fo little at thy / 


hand , that thou canſt ſerve him 
ſo? Is this the return: thou --ma- 
keſt him for the thouſand Mer- 
cies he beſtows upon thee2 Doth 
he take care of thy Soul and Body 
with all his ſtrength, and ſhall 
ſuch. a crawling Worm refuſe to 
ofter him that which is ſound and 
whole 2 Hatrh he given his Son 
for thy ranſome, broke down the 
Gates of Hell to free. ſuch a ſlave 
as*thou art from the Priſon. , - 
| 3: alt 


_— 


ſhalt thou think much of remem- 
bring him with all thy heart 2 
Wilt thou make Bargains with him, 
as Pharaoh did with the Children 
of 1ſrael, and limit him how much 
he ſhall take at thy hands? Canſt 
thou think ſo and be fearlefs of 
his anger ! is Vengeance afleep, or 
is his Juſtice, do'ſt thon think, ſunk 
into a fatal ſlumber ? 
ſee thee thus refraftory, and for- 
bear preparing his Arrows upon 
the Bow againſt thee? Need he 
court his Servant to do his work, 
who hath Flames enough to force 
him to it? Wilt thou deal. fo 
baſely with him who hath aCted 
ſo generouſly for thy good? What 
mighty purchaſe doth he get by 
thy remembring of him ? Is it 
any advantage to him when thou 
workeſt in his Vineyard 2 Is it 


. not thy profit he ſeeks? and ſhall 


he after all be ſcorned and under- 
valued 
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Can God . 
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valued for his pains 2 Haſt thou 
any ſpark of Reaſon left, and 
doſt not thou bluſh at theſe do- 
Ings ? 

What vanity , or what frenzy 
rather hath poſſeſſed thy mind, 
that thou talkeſt of being ſerious 
hereafter 2 Mighteſt not thou as 
well ſay, that thou wilt torbear 
wholeſom Food ſome years, and 
eat and drink hereafter 2 If thou 
wouldeſt not cheat thy Body in 
this manner , what hurt.hath thy 
Soul done thee that thou wilt 
wrong it thus 2 Muſt thy Body 
feed, and thy Soul be ſtarved ? 
Hath not that need of nauriſh- 
ment, as well as thy corruptible 
Fleſh? Or do'ſt thou think that 
thy Soul will be contented with 
the traſh thou feedeſt thy Body 
with> Thy Soul ſtands in need 
of the love of God, as much as 
thy Body doth of meat and drink ; 
That's 
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That's her food as much as Bread 
is of the ignobler part 2 If ſhe 
wants this ſhe dies, and falls a Prey 
to Wolves , to ravenous Birds, e= 
ven to helliſh Furies. And ſhall ſo 
noble a Creature be undone for 
want of a little care ? | 
Sinner ! Do'ſt thou know what 
Salvation. means? Is being hap- 


py tor evernothing Is it fo Jight 
a thing that thou needeſt delibe- 


rate, whether thou ſhalt prepare 


for it? When the Saints of old 
have left Father and Mother , and 
Lands and Houſes, and loſt Lite it 
fklf for it, doſt thou ſtand my- 
ſing whether thou ſhalt accept of 
it upon the conditions of the Go« 
ſpel2 Art thou afraid of remem- 
bring thy Creator , when everla- 
ſting Treaſures depend upon the 
choice? Do'ſt thou believe Sal- 
vation is the confluence of all Fe- 
licity , and doſt thou dread an 
early 
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early conſideration how thou halt 
arrive to it? Ts it the Jo 


Mercy that ever was offered to 
Mankind, and doſt not thou think 


_ it worth accepting upon any 


terms 2 Was it purchaſed by the 
Bloud of God , and ſhalt + thou 
think any thing too dear for it? 
It is that which Angels wonder 
at, that God. ſhould condefcend 
to take a handful of duſt and aſhes 
into his boſom, and doſt not thou 
think it worth while to enquire 
what thou ſhalt do to be ſaved? 
Salvation ! which to get, and to at- 
tain to, St, Paul runs through Fire 


_ and Water , through Honour and 


Diſhonour, through a good Report 


and an evil Report, and counteth 
all things droſs and dung in com- ] 


pariſon of it , doſt thou prefer 
droſs and dung and a ſinful careleſs 
life before it ? 

What a contempt doſt thou put 
upor 
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upon God in valuing that fo little 
whichhe prizes at the higheſt rate > 
Do'ſt thou contemn God , and 
hope to eſcape? Do'ſt thou make 
nothing of his Promiſes, and 
Threatnings, and think to go un- 
puniſhed 2 Tf thou alloweſt God 
to be a greater Prince than thy 
King , will he fit filent doſt thou 
think while thou trampleſt his Au- 
thority under thy feet 2 A temporal 
Prince will not ſuffer himſelf to 
tobe baffled thus , and canſt thou 
imagine that a jealous God will 
connive at it 2 It's true , God is 
merciful , but art thou a fit Ob-. 
jet of Mercy, that deſpiſeſt the 
riches of his goodneſs > Will he 


| have mercy on a ſinner, that had 


rather wallow in mire and dirt, 
than be waſhed, and juſtified, and 
fanftified in the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and by the Spi- 
rit of our God? Why _ he 

ew 
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ſhew mercy to a perſon that think 
his mercy a buthen, and his kind 
neſs troubleſome »z It is Mercy 
that calls thee to remember thy 
Creator now. It's Mercy that 
would fave thee from periſhing in 
the Deluge with ungodly - men, 
It's Mercy that would draw thee 
away from thy Vanities, from thy 
admiration of the world , and 
from ſinful compliances. It's Mer- 
cy that invites thee now to chufe 
the better Part, and to lay up thy 
Treaſurein Heaven. If this Mer- 


cy be counted a drug , and inſtead 


of being priz'd, look'd upon as a 


thing needleſs, and impertinent, | 


how ſhall Mercy plead for thee 
in the laſt day? Or what apolo- 
gies can Mercy make for a perſon 
that had rather have the wrath 
of God than that Mercy for his 
Portion 2 How muſt this pleaſe 
the enemy of mankind, to ſee a 

Crea- 
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Creature whom: God would love, 
run away from him , and inſtead 
of remembring his Creator , for- 
get him and his Laws, which are 
his Cordials and Reſtoratives? 
God ſurely cannot be pleaſed with 
it. He proteſts againſt thy retu- 
fal. He complains of it , he ſees 
the wrong thou doſt to thy Soul, 
and ſeems even at a loſs for a rea- 
fon why thou wilt do ſo. He that 
puts thee upon the neglect of this 
early and ſerious remembrance of 
thy God and Creator, he it is 


| that rejovces at it: His Agents 


thy evil Companions, may rejoyce 


' at it; men as ſenſeleſs as thy felt 


may rejoyce at it, but Angels 
mourn, and all good men grieve 
to ſee tliee fo obitinate. The De- 
vil onely takes delight in it: Tt 
doth him good to think that the 
number of his Infernal Compani- 
ons will be encreaſed by thy com- 
pany. 
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pany. He lays Snares for thy 
Soul, and is glad when thou art 
taken. His envy 1s gratified to 
ſee thee averſe from this early 
Fear of God. He was afraid thoy 
wouldeſt chuſe the Wiſdom which 
is from above; and to ſee thee 
chuſe that which: is earthly and 
ſenſual, that's it, which is ſome 
eaſe to him in his torments. 

Why? wilt thou be worſe than 
other Creatures? All other Crea- 
tures betimes proſecute the end 
for which they. are created , and 
wilt thou alone forget the end for 
which thou cameſt into the world? 
The end for which thou wert crea- 
ted was to ſeek the things which 
are above, and wilt thou directly 
contrary to that deſign, and in 
that age too, which is moſt pro: 
pertodo it in, like a Beaſt ſeck 
the things which are below 2 Sure 
thou muſt take God to be ſome 

ſtrangely 
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ſtrangely tame and eafie Deity, 
that can ſee thee croſs his Deſigns, 
reverſe his Intentions, and walk 
oppofite to the ſcope of all his 
wonderful Works, and ſet thy 
ſelf againſt his Purpoſes in thy 
Creation, and ſit down quietly un- 
der theſe abuſes. 

Thou believeſt ſome perſons in 
the world, why ſhouldeſt not thou 
believe good men, who have tried 
this early remembrance of God, 
found the greateſt comfort , and 
the ſtrongeſt ſupport in it, and can 
teſtifie by experience, that nothing 
is ſo beneficial , ſo pleaſant , or ſo 
uſeful, as an early ſelf-denial ; ſuch 
men are too honeſt to deceive thee, 
they dread lying , as thou doſt the 
ſeverities of Religion; and they 
would not for a world aflert and 
affirm theſe things, but that they 
know theſe ways to be ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and theſe Paths end 

F in 
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in peace. Indeed that's the hap- 
Py Exit of theſe ways, and when 
fo many thoufand wife men have 
aid, and do fay fo; O Remember 
them which have ſpoken to you in 
the Name of the Lord , whoſe faith 
Follow, knowing the end of their con- 
verſation. 


Eighthly , Our Remembring our 
.Creator here is the way to have God 
.cemember us hereafter. It is not 
with him as with Pharaoh's Butler, 
who being lifted up to his former 
place, forgot what Foſeph had done 
for him. . His turn was ſerv'd, and 
the others kindneſs ſignified no- 
thing to him now. God remembers 
what hath been done here for his 
Honour and Glory , and this Re- 
membrance he will at laſt expreſs 
in rewards ſuitable to his Greatneſs 


and Majeſty. Darius , before he 


zat.onrhe Throne of his I 
"ONE Ol hag 
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' had received a Garment, as a Pre- 


ſent from Syl/oſen. He remeim 
bred it when he was King , and 
made him Governour of Samus. 
Thus God will remember our re- 
membrance -of him here. Not 
that we-2ſcribe gratitude to God, 
which would ſuppoſe him indebt= 
ed to man , a thing impoſſible z 
For Who hath firft given to him, and 
it ſhall be recompeyfed to him again > 
Rom. 11. 35.buthis remembrance 
of our Services is gratiitous:* He 
remembers them, not becauſe they 
deſerve it, but becauſe he will, not 
that they merit it, but that he 1s 
pleaſed to do ſo. . It -is'not their 
worth, bat his goodneſs; 'not, their 
intrinſick value, 'but his tbuitdant 
Mercy that moves him to this re- 
membrance. The laſt day, the 
great day of Judgement , 1s that 
day of remembrance, and even a 
cup of cold water given to* a Diſci- 

F 2 ple 
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ple in the name of a Diſciple, ſhalt 
be remembred then, Matth. ro. 42. 
Rejoyce Chriſtians, for God is not un- 
righteous to forget your work and 
Habour of love, which ye have ſhewd 
Zoward his Name, in that ye have 
miniſftred to the Saints, and do mi- 
»ifter, Heb. 6. 10. Your Tears, 
your Prayers, your Alms, your 
Feeding the Hungry , your Qlo- 
thing the Naked, your Viſiting 
the Sick, your going to Priſoners, 
will all be remembred one day, not 


one of theſe works ſhall be forgot- 


ten. God ſets them down in his 
Book, and they ſhall be proclaim- 
£d in thelaſt day. The Chronicle 

ſhall be open'd, and the faithfuf 
Mordeca: ſhall be remembred-; 
though for many years his good, 
works have lain dormant , yet at" 
Jaſt they ſhall be brought forth as 
the light, and his Righteouſneſs as 
the non day. There is _— 
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' that Chriſt ſeems to remember in 


the laſt day more effeQually than 
our bounty to the poor and needy, 
and the way and manner of his 
remembring it, is lofty and great. 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, receive 
the kingdom- prepared for you from 
the foundation of the' world, Matth. 
25. 34 He remembers our Cha- 
rity here, if it be great and ſignal, 
and from a cheerful heart, For the 
likeral Soul ſhall be made fat, and 
he that ſcatters in a charitable way, 
increaſes ; and of this, experience 
is a ſufficient witneſs; ſo that ir 
may well be faid,that Alms-giving 
is the gainfulleſt art, and the right 


"courſe to thrive. © But after death 


God remembers it more ſolemnly. 
I ſhall not hy any great ſtreſs here 


"upon the Examples of Stepher 


King of Fungary, and Oſwald ſome- 
time King of England, of whom 
1t is reported , that their Right 

F 3 hands 
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hands after after their death never 
putrified ; but while the reſt of 
their Bodies mouldred into duſt, 
this part was preſerved found and 
entire , becauſe in their life-time 


they had made much uſe of their 


Right hand in beftowing their 
Goods on the indigent. Theſe 
may be reckoned among Gods 
miraculous Providences , which 
though they appear but ſeldom, 
yet may ſerve toconfirm our Faith, 
of Gods remembring hereaſter 
what we do here for the houſhoſd 
of Faith. Of this nature is the famous 


Vid.Moſch.prar, Ttory of Enagrius , re- * 


Spire C. 195, corded by credible 
Witneſles. This Heathen: Phrlo- 


ſopber, being a great acquaintance 


of Synefius Biſhop of Cyrene, the 
Biſhop frequently argued withhim 
about the truth of the Chrifttan 
. Religion, and. was 'often at. him 
to receive Baptiſm, but all in _ 

ne 
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One- day the Biſhop being very 
earneſt with him to uſe no further 
delays or excufes, the Philoſopher 
told him, there were ſeveral things- 
in the Chriſtian Religion which- 


- his reaſon could never digeſt, and. 


among the reſt theſe. two, That 
men ſhall riſe at laſt with the fame - 
Bodies that they carried about: 
them here on earth ; And. that 
what a man gives to the poor here, 
God wall repay it hint in the othey- 
world, The Biſhop told him that 


all this was very- true ,-and that: 


they had all the reafon” in the 
world to believe it ; inſomuch, that: 
what with the Biſhops confidence, 
and what with the Arguments he- 
uſed , the Philoſopher at laſt was 
perſwaded to be baptized ; and 
though he wavered much in his - 
belief, yet the Biſhop thought it 
convenient to waſh him with Was - 
ter in the Name of the. Lord. Je- 

EF. 4. ſus; . 
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fus , not doubting but in @ little ' 
time he would come to a full aſſu- 
rance --y _ ks weeks be- 
ing paſt, the Philoſopher comes to 
_—_ and rs. 0 three hun- 
red pounds in his hand, .ordering 
him to diſtribute it to the poor ; 
yet with this Proviſo, that Syneftus 
ſhould give him a Bill under his 
hand , that Chriſt ſhould repay it 
him in the other world. The Bi- 
ſhop cheerfully writ him a Bill, 
and ſubſcribed it, and Evagrius goes 
home. Not long after the Ph:/o- 
fepher falls ſick , and finding death 
approaching, calls his two Sons 
to him, charging them to put the 
Bill Synefrus had given him be:wixt 
his fingers; and fo bury him,which 
was done accordingly. Three 
days after his death a Ghoſt in 
Euagrius's ſhape appears to Syne- 
frus by night, bids him not be a- 
fraid, but gives him thanks, aſſu- 
| ' ring 
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ring him, that the Bill was abun= 


dantly paid, orders him to go to. 


his Grave, and in the Coffin he 


ſhould find his Receipt ſubſcribed ' 'R 


with his own hand: Syneftus aſto» 
niſhedat the ſight, and more at the 
Spirits words, immediately repairs 
to the Philoſophers Sons, asks them. . 
what they had done to their Fa- 
ther 2 They replied, that they had 
performed his will, and according 
to his order put a Bill he named. 
to them betwixt his fingers. The 
Biſhop deſirous to know the ut-: 
moſt of it, cauſes the Grave and” , 
Coftin to be opened , and there 
tinds the Philoſophers acknowledg- 
ment of having received what Sy* 
nefius had promiſed him , and. his 
name Euagrius written under 1t. 
The SpeQators wondring at the 
mighty Providence , run preſently 
to Church, and ſing a K:rielciſon or 
Lord have mercy upon us. : 
F 5 Though 
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- Though this paſſage may be of 
ſome uſe; yet we have a ſurer word 
of Prophecy to eſtabliſh our be- 
liek ' of: Gods: remembring our aCts 
of Charity in the life ro come: 
He:that is the Truth, and'the Life, 
hath given us fo many promiſes 
of it, that there is no room left to 
doubt of it. _ 

- Nor.. is it onely our Alms that 
God will remember in the next 
life, but all the good we have done : 
Our Repentance, our turning from 
- our evil ways,our contempt of the 
world, - our contemplations of the 
future Inheritance, our love to 
God, our Prayers and Praiſes, our 
Obedience, our watchfulneſs over 
F our Hearts, our endeavours to con- 
| vert and: comfort our Neighbour, 
the Admonitions and Exhorta- 
tions we gave them, the Mortifi- 
cations we uſed, the pains we took 
to ſubdue our Luſts, our attempts 
to 


Meekneſs, our Humility, our Sighs 


and Groans under the -burthen of 


our ſins, our hunger and thirft 


after Righteouſneſs, our peaceables - 
neſs, our ſufferings for Righteonſs - 


neſs-fake, our doing his Will, our 


ſelkrefignation , our affeQ&ion to - 


his Ordinances, our delight in the 
Houſe of God, our relliſh of his 
Word; our frequent nfe of the ho- 


ly Communion, and our readinefs - 


to every good word and work. 
There is a Regiſter kept in Heaver 


of all theſe performances : "Men 
may forget them, and our Neigh- - 


bours may take no notice of thertt 


when we are dead and gone, but 
God doth not forget them: He 
takes notice of them here, an(l : 
he'll take notice of them hereaf-. 
ter. He'll remember them , ro - 
crown them, to reward them , to - 
glorifie them. In” 
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to follow the beſt Examples, our + - 
felf-denials, our "Temperance, our - 
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In the Parable of Barlaam and 
Foſaphat there is men- | 

"3 4 tion made of a Coun- 
oa try, where every year 
the people chuſe a new. King, and 
whoever is choſen reignsfor a year, 
and after that is baniſhed into ſome 
howling Defart , or barren Iſland 
where he periſhes with hunger. 
A filly fellow being choſen one 
year, ſurprized with the ſudden al- 
teration of his fortune, gave him- 
{elf over to all manner of debaus 
cheries, and ſpared no coſt, no pains 
to fatiate his luſtful deſires and bru- 
tiſh appetite; the preſent plenty 
made him forget the years of ſor- 
row, that were to enſue, and when 
his yu expired , he was ſent ac- 
cording to cuſtom to the unfortu- 
mate Iſland, where he ſpent and en- 
ded his days moſt miſerably. A- 
nother year a wiſer man than or- 
dinary being elected by the _ 
| tude, 
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tude, he began to uſe his Royalty 
with great moderation , and the 
thoughts of the diſmal years that 
were to come , made him reflect 
how- he ſhould live when all the 
preſent pomp and grandeur ſhould 
vaniſh. Having therefore a Coun- 
ſcllor of great prudence about him, 
and demanding of him what he 
ſhould do to make his future ſolita- 
tary life eafie to him, he received 
this advice, To engroſs what trea- 


ſures he could during his ſplendid 


Fortune, and ſend it away by tru- 
ſty Officers to the place he was to 
be in till he died. He did fo, and 
when he was forced to quit all his 
magnificence, and commanded a- 
way into a deſolate Country , his 


Exile proved his happineſs, and he .. * | 


lived in great content to his dying 
day. | 

He that remembers his kind 
Creator here, ſends his goods away 
before 
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before him-- into- another world, 
makes proviſton for his Soul, when 


it enters into Lands unknown and . 


inviſible, and by the Carriages that 
arrive there, the man 18 known and 
remembred by God & his holy An- 
gels. His good works mount up to 
Heaven before him. Theſe keep him 
from ſtarving when he quits his 
accommodations here. Theſe are 
the :food he lives: on when he 
taves this world ; not that their 


natural ſtrength and vertue is fo- 


great, as to give him eternal Life, 
but being perfumed with the me- 
rits of the Son of God , they are 
remembred by God with Praiſes 


and Commendations, and made e- - 


verlaſting food. 


| Ninthly , Notwithſtanding - all 
theſe encouragements, we cannot 
but with griet behold how little 


God is remembred by young and 
: old ; 
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old ; and though he be in the 
midſt of us, and by his Providence: 
upholds and ſapports us every. 
moment, how wretchedly he is: 
forgotten” by moſt men. It's 
true, he is not fo” forgotten that 
his Name 1s never fo much as men-- 
tioned; ſome will do that if it 
were onely in their Oaths and: 
Imprecations. But how few will 
or have courage to remember him 
in their ations , and think ; 7hzs 
God hath forbid , and T muſt not do 
it ; this 1s againſt his Law, and 1 
muſt not venture upon it ;' this claſhes 
with his Word , and I muſt avoid 
it ; this will diſpledſe his parer eyes, 
and I muſt abhor it ; or this is ac- 
ceptable to him, and I will embrace 
it: this is to aft like the Children 
of God , and T will follow them ; 
this my great Maſter hath expreſly 
commanded , and I will obey. All 


other remembrances without this 
are 
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are Complements, not -Devotions, 
This Remembrance God values 
more than a thouſand formal De- 
votions , repeated as Papiſts do 
their Ave's. This is to remem- 
ber him rationally , like perſons 
who underſtand the right uſe and 
end of their reaſon. He that doth 
not ſo,torgets him;and whatever his 
pretences may be of remembring 
him, God looks upon it as oblivion 
while in hisconverſation abroad,and 
at home his greatneſs and holineſs is 
not thought of; and thoſe that for- 
get him thus, cannot expeC&t God 
thould remember them in the day 


of Recompenſe as a Father doth | 


his Children. Great will be the 
terrour, when the thoughtleſs Soul 
comes to appear before an all-ſee- 
ing God, and greater yet, when to 
ſuch forgerful ſinners he ſhall fay, 
T know you not ; for fo we are told 
Matth. 7. 23. Then will I profeſs 
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tanto them, I never knew you: De- 
part from me ye that work iniquity. 
How ! 1 never knew you > How 
can any thing be hid from him, 
when it is expreſly faid, Known nn- 
to God are all his works from the be- 
ginning of the world , As 15. 18. 
True, he knows them as his works, 
but not as his Friends. He knows 
them as Traitors, but not as faith- 
ful Subje&ts. He knows them as 
Creatures, but not as his Children. 
He knows them as Prodigals, but 
not as Heirs of Heaven. He knows 
them as Strangers,but not asDome- 
ſticks. How ſhould he know them 
when they have loſt the Chara- 
Rer of his Sheep, the mark where- 
by the Flock muſt be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, which is to hear his Voice 2 
And what a diſmal condition muſt 
that man be in, whom God will 
take no notice of , and whom he 
doth not remember, that ever he 

Vas 
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was of his Family | If God knows. 
himnot, no Angel in Heaven will 
know him, no Saint, no Spirit: made 
perfect will know him. He is 
fhut out from Heaven, excluded 


from the beſt and nobleſt Compa-. ! 


ny; no Society will receive him, 


but that of helliſh Spirits. You 


may laugh at theſe Terrours now, 
but when they come to paſs, what 
wiſe man would be under your 


circumſtances 2 As a Father pla-- 


gued with a diſobedient Son, for- 


gets that-ever he had.ſuch a Child, 
lo God will forget that ever you. 


had any relation to him. He will 
remember your fins indeed , he'fl 


xemember how - you have fought 


againſt him, how you have doted 
upon the world, how you have 
pleated your Fleſh, and counted 


his Laws as. ſtrange things, how. 


you have ſlighted his thunders, and 
looked upon his offers of Mercy 
| as 
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 T= 9 0) hn 


of Reeſor. 15 
as words in courſe; How you 
have enſlaved your Souls to your 
Luſts, and made the Miſtreſs wait 
upon a pitiful ZZagar ; how you 
have gone on in ſin when your 
hearts have ſmitten you for it, 
and thought your jolly life would 


| never be at an end; how you 


have loved unrighteouſnels more 
than goodneſs, and turned the 
truth of God into a lie ; how you 
have thought the duties of Reli- 
gion below you , and put off God 
with the lame and with the blind 


_ for ſacrifice ; how ſoon you have 


been. weary of ſerving him, and 
how: you have looked upon. your 
duties, as things needleſs and un- 
profitable, how you have had mens 
perſons in admiration becauſe of 
advantage , and hearkned more to 
the perſwaſtons of a Sot , than ta 
his wholeſome Counſels ; how dear 


your credit. and hanour hath been: 
to- 
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to you, and how you have valued 
it above his hononr and glory ; 
how you have derided him that 
hath reproved you in the Gare, 
and been wiſe to do evil ; how 
you have made the riches of the 
world the great end of all your 
endeavours, and ſet your affeQions 
_ things periſhable and incon- 

ant. 


This he'll remember with a 


witneſs, and none of all the hard 
Speeches you have vented againſt 
him , or the power of godlineſs 
ſhall be forgotten : But this Re- 
membrance will be your miſery, 
and his thinking on your faults 
and wilful errours , your condem- 
nation. Flatter not your ſelves, 
that once you did remember his 
Will, and Laws, and Mercies with 
great ſincerity, though afterward 
tempted by the Devil, and enticed 
by the frailty of your Fleſh, you 


depar- 
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departed from the holy Command- 
ment delivered to you; for he 
hath made already a Proviſo a- 
cainſt that Plea, and proteſted, that 
if the righteous man turn away frons 
his righteouſneſs and commit iniqui- 
Yh and doth according to all the a- 

ominations that the. wicked man 
doth, ſhah he live 2 all his righte- 
ouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be 
mentioned , in his treſpaſs that he 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that 
he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die, 
Ezek. 18. 24 He'll forget all 
your little Services, and your pet- 
ty hypocritical Devotions ; indeed 
they are not worth remembring, 
fitter to be {corned than to be re- 
membred. To remember them 
ſo, as to crown them with bliſs, 
is a thing they are not capable 


, of, for Love, the great principle 


and ſap that muſt ted them, is 
Wanting. 
SuP=* 
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- Suppoſe you were in danger of 
loſing all you have , even life it 
felf, and ſtood in need of fome 
great Princes aſſiſtance who had 
formerly expreſſed more than or- 
dinary kindneſs to you, and ſhould 
he upon your addreſs turn away 
his face from you, not onely make 
himſelf ftrange toyou, as Foſeph did 
to his Brethren by way of tryal, 
 butbe really fo, what a fright and 


confuſion would you be in? Be-. 


hold God is that puiſfant Prince, 
who hath formerly courted you 
by Kindneſles, and Mercies , and 
Entreaties. Tf you forget him in 
your Converſation here, you will 
certainly be in danger of loſing, 
not onely all your Goods, but e- 
ternal Life to boot. Before this 
powerful Prince', who alone can 
ſave you from periſhing, you muſt 
ſtand &er long, his help and aſlt- 
ſtance will be more needful and 

advan- 
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advantageous to you than all the 
Advocates that Heaven and Earth 
can afford. And if this immortal 
King, inſtead of remembring you, 
ſhall frown upon you , be ſtrange 
to you, acknowledge no ſuch for- 


getful Creatures for Members of 


his Family , or Objects of his pa- 


ternal care and tenderneſs: Can 


any Language expreſs the aſtoniſh- 
ment your Souls will be in 2 when 
he ſhall put you in mind of all 


the ſins you have forgotten , and 


of all the ſecret Follies you kept 
concealed from the world and the 


eyes of men, when he ſhall re- 


member, and lay open all that 
you have buried in oblivion , and 
make the wounds you gave to 
your Souls, and skin'd them over, 
bleed afreſh , how dumb, how 
pale, how. ſarpriz'd will ye be at 
the tremendous Charge ! O conft- 
er this ye that forget God, leſt 1 

fear 


120 - The Fuft Fruits 
tear you in pieces, and there be now 
to deliver, Pſal. 50. 22. 


But after all, methinks this Dif- | 
courſe is incompleat, except I add | 


ſomething concerning our Deceaſ- 
ed Brother , whoſe death hath 
brought us hither. Though 1 
had no perſonal acquaintance with 
him, yet I have ſome reaſon to 
believe that ,the account given me 
of him is in, ..rtial, and agreeable 
to trath. He was, it ſeems, a per- 
ſon faithful in his Generation , a 
man of Conſcience, a pious Chri- 
ſtian, a good Church-man, a lo- 
ving Brother, and an excellent 
Servant. Onely of his Death it 
may be faid as David ſaid of a far 
greater man: Did the Lad die as a 
fool dieth > Thy hands were not 
bound, nor thy feet put into fetters, 
but as a + pay before wicked 
wen, ſo fellef} thou. In a word, 
Mur- 
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Murthered he was, by men brui- 
tiſh and barbarous ; and who, like 


| | the Judge in the Goſpel , neither 


feared God, nor regarded man. I 
* will not be too inquiſitive into 
the- reaſons of this Providence, 
thought be natural enough when 
ſuch accidents befall good men, to 
wonder at the ſtrangeneſs of the 
Diſpenſation. But when we ſee a 
good Prophet killed by a Lion for 
a meer miſtake, as it appears to 
us ; and Joftahan excellent Prince, 
ſlain in battle for a raſh act ; and 
an Zzzah ſtruck dead upon the 
ſpot for ſtretching forth his hand 
to uphold the tottering Ark, all 
admirable men , and whoſe Salva- 
tion we do not queſtion, we need 
not wonder that Providence hath 
permitted a Murther to be com- 
mitted upon this innocent perſon ; 
for as in the aforeſaid examples, 
their violent death was onely a 

G tem- 
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temporal affli&tion, ſuch as ſicknef- 
ſes and other Diſeaſes are, fo the 
accident in our deceaſed Friend 
was of the ſame nature, and fuch 
calamities in good men do but 
help and advance them the ſooner 
to their everlaſting harbour. And 
yet I cannot altogether excuſe our 
Brother here departed. For as the 
Murther was atted in a; publick | 
Fair, where great diſorders, rude- 
neſkes, and infolenciesare commit- 
ted, and exceſſes , and vain Shews 
are all the entertainment, 1o it's 
probable, and Lfear, that when he 
went to this plage; heventured in- - 
toone which he:had nd lawful call 
to be at. The Primitive: Biſhops 
and: Chriſtians. were'verynuels as 
gainſt fuctb vainand!f Shews; 
and forbid: theio: Diſciples345:!fres 
quent: thwmm3cand as:Pargyi! felt: by 
going: into the) :bli-Pricfts 2ÞIafl; 
fo itmiginbe very jafÞivith God 
os i to 


end 
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tolet fo fad a Providence befal our 


deceaſed Friend, to give warning 
to other good men to keep ever in 


' Gods ways, that they may be con- 


fident of the Angels bearing them 
up in their hands, leſt they daſh 
their . foot againſt a ſtone. But 
though there might be inadverten- 
cy, and infirmity, in our deceaſed 
Brothers going to a place he had 
nothing to do at ; to be ſure it was 
onely a ſingle a&t, not a habit of 
juvenile vanity ; and though he 
was thereby deprived of the far- 
ther comforts of this Life, yet that 
can be no impediment to his en- 
joyment of a better; for God 
judges of us not by an accidental 
incogitancy, but by the ſtream and 
current of our lives. His mortal 
wounds, though procured and cau- 
ſed by very bad inſtruments, yet 
did not put him into a rage and 
paſſion, but he freely forgave his 

| G 2 Mur- 
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Murtherers, and like St. Steven 
pray'd that God would not lay this 
ſin to their charge, and when he 
had faid fo he fell aſleep. His death 
isa Sermonto us all ; and though 
he be dead, yet he calls to us in. 
Chriſt's language, Watch. therefore, 
for ye know not when your Lord . 
comes, whether in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cock crowing. And 


what I ſay anto you I ſay unto all, 
watch, 


The 
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| IDS 0055: 
PRA YER. 
Reat, Glorious , and Incompre- 
0 henfible' God! with thee. is 
terrible Majeſty ; touching thy Ef- 
ſence, we cannot find it out ; thou art 
excellent in Power , in Fudgement, 
and in plenty of Juſtice. Thy ways 
are always equal, and the moſt pier- 
cing, as well as envious eye. can ſpy 
no fault in thy preceedings. Thou 
art infinitely pure and holy, and the 
Light, thou art deckt withal, ads 
mits no ſpets, no variableneſs "no 
| ſhadow of turning; Thou art-'the 
moſt worthy Objett for my thoughts 
and memory to fix apon. Thou des 
G 3 ſerveſt 
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ſerveſt to be remembred in all the 
actions of my life. And to forget 
thee, "7 = cannot jorge 
is an Indignity, TI cannot anſwer, I 
have too - paſs'd by thee as if I 
had no relation to thes T have 
Beex able to remember a frivolous 
fory f my Neighbour , and my me- 
mory hath ſerv'd me well enough, to 
preſerve @ wrong or injury done to 
my Name and Perſon ; thy to- 
wing kindueſſes and gracious Provis 
dexces, and what ever concerns my 
everlaſting welfare, I have ſuffered 
#0 ſlip out of my mind. Flow man 

years have TI ſpent in the world with- 
out any ſerious thoughts of the great 
myltery of Godlineſs > Thou haſt gi- 
ven me Line upon Line , and Pre- 
cept upon Precept , and how like wa- 
ter have I ſuffer d them to be ſpilt 
on the ground! T have looked upon 
my remembring thee as a thing in- 


ifferent , which I might obſerve or 
| negleg 


| of Reaſon. 127 
negleft at my pleaſure > I have li 
ved thou knoweFt , as if the world 
had been the onely objett of my hopes 
and defires ! my beſt —_ olden 
days, how have I ſquandred them 
away as if they were things too pre- 
cious to be conſecrated to thy ſer- 
vice! How wain hath my mind 
been! How hath it a— ro- 


ved, and finttered up and down as 


Mong the contents and —_— of 


this preſent life ! How greedily hath 
it applied it ſelf to theſe fading 
Flowers, and thought, that here lay 
all the ſweetneſs I could hope for ! 
How late do T begin to love thee ! 
How late do 1 begin to be wiſe ! 
Had I improved the Talents thou 
haſt given me betimes , aſſoon as 1 
was capable to underſtand what Re- 
ligion and an everlaſting intereſt 
meant, what good might I have done ! 
How many might I have drawn by 
my example to thy pleaſant ways ! 
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How great a portion- of thy love and 
favour. have T loft ! ' and how much 
.earlier might I have enjoyed the in 
Hluences of thy Charity ! How juſtly 
.mmighteſt thou have. doomed me to a 
-reprobate mind, or ſtruck me dead 
inmy 'vanities! TI remember Lord, 
how thou hat called, and I have re- 


\ fuſed; how thou haſt ſtretched 


forth thy hands unto me, and I have 
not regarded ! Flow juſtly mighteſt 
thou laugh now at my calamity, and 
mock when my fear comes ; when my 
fear comes as deſolation, and my de- 
ſtruftion like 'a Whirlwind ! But 


\ O my God, in the midſt of thine an- 


ger remember Mercy '! Remember 
O Lord, thy tender Mercies, and 
thy loving Kindneſſes, for they have 
been ever of old ! Remember not 
the fins of my youth, nor - my Tranſ- 
greſſions ; according to thy mercy re- 
member thou me for thy goodneſs 
fake; O Lord! Good and upright 

| is 
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is the Lord, therefore will he teach 
finners in the way. O my God! I 
am dull, I am ignorant, { have ſtood 
in the way of ſinners. O teach thou 
me, 'teach me to remember thee at 


my lying down , and mine upriſing. 


Teach me to remember thee in my 
going out , and in my coming in 
Let thy remembrance for the future 
be very ſweet to me, and let me ne- 
ver think of thee but with pleaſure 
and delight, Let me forget what 
is behind me, and put me always in 
mind of the recompenſe that ts be- 
fore me. Call not my fins fo remem- 
brance ; and as for my tranſgreſſions, 
forget them , and caſt them behind 
thy back. Teach me to remember 
what thou haſt done for me , and 
make that remembrance powerful to 
engage me to gratitude and obedi- 
ence. In death there is no remem- 
brance of thee , and who will give 


' thee thanks in the Grave? The li- 
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ving, the living , they ſhall praiſe 
thee. O let my life be a continual 
remembrance of thee. Morning, E- 
. ©ening, and at Nooy, let me remem- 
ber thee; and in the Night let my 
ſong be of thee , who art the God of 
my Salvation. Let me remember 
thy Ieve, and how thou haſt humbled 


thy ſelf for my ſake. Tam apt to 


forget thee, O refreſh thou my memo- 
ry with a ſenſe of thy goodneſs; and 
when the world would drive any 
ſerious thoughts out of my mind, 
keep them in, O Lord, by thy mighty 
power, and make them m__— fo 
my Memory and Underſtanding. 
Remember how frail IT am, and up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit. PFor- 
get me not, O my God, though T have 
forgotten thee. Deal not with me 
according to mine iniquities, neither 
reward me according to my tranſ- 


greſions. Remember thy promiſe un- 
Fl 
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to the penitent , and how graciouſly 
thou haſt offered Pardon and Salua- 
tion to thoſe that turn from their e+ 
vil ways. O God, it ts the defire of 
my Soul, and the real purpoſe of 4 
Heart, to turn to thee, to ſeek thy 
face, to walk in thy ways , and to 
bid farewel to all the ſinful Plea- 
fares of this life. Put me in mind 
of all the Motives, and Argu- 
ments thou. haft given me to make 
my Calling and Eleftion ſure. When 
they wear out in my Mind , write 
them there afreſh, and renew them 
ſtill, that being ever before me; 
they may lead mg to ithy, holy Hill : 


O bring to my remembrance every. 


Precept and every Duty TI am to 
perform, and when ever I am to per- 
form any , ſay unto me , call to me, 
This is the way, walk in it, and 
turn neither to the right nor to 
the left , then ſhall 1 praiſe thee - 


with 
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with joyful Lips, and. give thanks 
at the © remembrance of thy . Holt- 
neſs, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
to whom , with 'thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt, bs all honour. aud. gory, mn | 
ever and ever. Amen. EE 


